Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet 

Clinton Library 


DOCUMENT NO. 
AND TYPE 

SUBJECT/TITLE 

DATE 

RESTRICTION 

001a. email 

Michael Waldmanto Jeff Shesol at 5:44pm. Subject: E-Rate. (1 page) 

06/04/1998 

P5 

001b. memo 

For Bruce Reed, Ron Klain, Michael Waldman, Jim Kohlenberger and 
Mike Cohen from Richard Riley. Subject: E-Rate Language for MIT 
Commencement Address. (1 page) 

06/04/1998 

P5 

002. schedule 

Home Phone Numbers, [partial] (1 page) 

06/05/1998 

P6/b(6) 

003. note 

Personal. (1 page) 

c. 6/1998 

P6/b(6) 

004. note 

Home Phone Numbers, [partial] (1 page) 

6/1998 

P6/b(6) 


COLLECTION: 

Clinton Presidential Records 

Speechwriting 

Jeff Shesol 

OA/Box Number: 18762 


CLINTON LIBRARY PHOT OCOPY 


FOLDER TITLE: 

[Commencement 6/5/98 MIT Cambridge, MA] [1] 


Van Zbinden 
2006-0467-F 
vzl97 


Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)] 


RESTRICTION CODES 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 


PI National Security Classified Information [(a)(1) of the PRA] 

P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA] 

P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA] 

P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 
financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA] 

P5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 
and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(5) of the PRA] 

P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 
personal privacy ((a)(6) of the PRA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’s deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request. 


b(l) National security classified information [(bXl) of the FOIA] 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 
an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 

b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(bX3) of the FOIA] 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 
information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 
personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 
purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 

b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 
financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 
concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 




Michael Waldman 

, . 06/04/98 05:44:49 PM 

i 

Record Type: Record 

To: Jeffrey A. Shesol/WHO/EOP, Lowell A. Weiss/WHO/EOP 

cc: 

Subject: E-Rate 


Forwarded by Michael Waldman/WHO/EOP on 06/04/98 05:48 PM 



Ron Klain @ OVP 

06/04/98 05:49:51 PM 


Rpeord Type: 


Record 



Michael-Waldman/WHO/EOP 


00 -'' David W. Beier/OVP @ OVP, Jim Kohlenberger/OVP @ OVP 
Subject: E-Rate 

I do NOT think the POTUS should use the phrase "fully fund" to desrcibe his stance on the e-rate 
program. The FCC is not likely to fully fund it. There is no support on the Hill for fully funding it. 
Thus, the language should be watered down. 

I also think we should add universal service in when we talk abou the e-rate. This is about schools, 
libraries, and keeping phone rates affordable in rural America. 

As for the rate stuff, I would more say that this should and can be done without asking consumers 
to pay more -- or at worst, for under $1 a month. 

Jim and David can get you specific language. But Riley is way out of the flight path on this one. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

June 4, 1998 

TO: BRUCE REED 
RON KLAIN 
MICHAEL WALDMAN 
JIM KOHLENBERGER 
MUCE COHEN 

FR: SECRETARY RICHARD RILEY 

RE: E-RATE LANGUAGE FOR MIT COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS 

I believe that the President should make a very strong statement in support of the E-rate at MIT 
commencement address and send a very strong message to the opponents of the E-rate that the 
President and the Vice-President are fully behind it. Here is suggested language. 

“As we look to the future, I can assure you that our ability to help our children learn this “new 
basic” depends to a great extent on full implementation of the E-rate. The E-rate or education 
rate will allow our nation’s schools and libraries to receive deep discounts on telecommunications 
services. These discounts of up to 90% for our poorest schools axe the fastest way I know that we 
can overcome the digital divide for all of our children. 

While you and I and the many students at this great university are full participants in this new era 
of technology, I can assure you that there are children here in Boston who have rarely had the 
opportunity to use a computer much less open their minds to the wonders of the Internet. These 
young people are cut off from what all of us take for granted. 

The E-rate can go away to solving this problem. If the Federal Communications Commission acts 
to fully fund the E-rate next Tuesday Boston’s public and private schools will get the $10 million 
in discounts. This is why I fully support the E-rate, why Vice-President Gore has fought so hard 
for the E-rate and why I urge the FCC not to listen to those few voices that want to stop the E- 
rate dead in its tracks. 

Long distan ce pho ne bills are now at their lowest point in history. The Telecommunications Act 
ofl996 created a unique opportunity to both lower teleco mmunications prices and extend the 
be nefits of the information age to ail of our natio n’s children. The cost to~TTrdgsrry-for-suppQft-&g — - 
the schools and libraries program has been offset by reductions in access charges — money that 
long distance companies pay to connect to local telephone companies. In the last 11 months, 
access charge reductions to Jong distance companies have equaled $2.4 billion — more than 
offsetting the $2.02 billion in. estimated demand for the schools and libraries program. 
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COMMENTS ARE MOSTLY SELF EXPLANATORY. TO SUMMARIZE: 

* need to get much bigger and make bigger point about democratization & 
opportunity, as we do in new text material. As i have said before, i don't 
want more apocalyptic rhetoric about divisions -- but aren't there any facts & 
figures like the NYT article on racial disparity? What %% of kids now don't 
have access to a computer? Etc. 

* move sommerville example to bottom, & rewrite it or replace it w / union city 

* need an ending!!!!! 

* we may be able to lose the r&d increase 

Draft 5/30/98 6:00pm 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS 
MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 
June 5, 1 998 

In 1853, a brilliant geologist arrived in Boston with his family — and one 
great idea. His name was William Barton Rogers, and his vision was to start 
an 

institution of practical knowledge, unlike any in America; a college devoted 
to 

helping the sons and daughters of New England, speed America into the emerging 
industrial age. 

Eight years later, Rogers , vision became a reality, and MIT was born. Ever 
since, this great university has been at the leading edge.of technological 
change, sparking innovation, spreading opportunity throughout our land. 

Today, 

if all the companies founded by MIT graduates and faculty formed their own 
country, it would have the 24th largest economy in the world. These 
MIT-related companies employ hundreds of thousands of workers — knowledge 
workers -- in high-paying, high-skilled jobs. 

Your success is a sign of the times. As you know better than anyone, a 
revolution in technology is underway, and its scope and depth are staggering. 

It is spreading throughout our society, upending old arrangements, propelling 
America into a truly new era — the Information Age. This revolution did not 
begin with a &shot heard round the world, 8 like the one fired by patriots 
not 

far from here, two centuries ago. No one shot, no single catalyst, sparked 
the 


Information Revolution. There have been many catalysts, in laboratories and 
libraries, in start-ups and blue chips, in homes and even in dorm rooms - 
across this great nation and, indeed, around the world. 

This is more than a time of innovation. It is a time of fundamental 
transformation - the kind that happens, at most, every hundred years. It is 
a 

revolution in communications. Commerce. Industry. Imagination. The 
hallmarks of this new era -- its restless invention, its boundless creativity, 
its endless enterprise -- are the qualities at the core of the American 
character. They are why our nation launched this revolution, and why we will 
continue to lead it. 

I am not here today to talk about the new marvels of science and engineering; 
you know far more of them than I do. Instead, I have come to MIT, an 
epicenter 

of the seismic shifts in our economy and society, to talk about enduring 
American values and what they mean in an Information Age. 

From the start, America ,s greatest mission has been the fulfillment of a 
single, eternal ideal: opportunity for all. More than any place in the world, 
this is a nation where the spark of possibility kindles within every child, 
where ordinary citizens can do extraordinary things. Our history can be 
understood as a struggle - on foreign fields and factory floors, in town 
halls 

and the corridors of Congress -- to widen that circle of opportunity, to 
deepen 

the meaning of freedom, to make real the promise of America. Every generation 
has met this challenge. We face it anew today. As we approach the 21st 
century, our commitment to values like opportunity are being tested. They 
must 

be defended and renewed. Our efforts today will define our nation in the next 
century. 

This spring, as I speak to graduating students, I am focusing on this task. 

Last month, I spoke about the mission of our men and women in uniform: to 
protect our nation and defend enduring principles against the new and changing 
threat of terrorism. Next week, I will discuss how our nation ,s third great 
wave of immigration can either strengthen and unite America, or weaken and 
divide it. The technologies of the Information Age pose similar challenges, 
and demand the same choice. 

The choice is simple. We can extend opportunity to all Americans -- or leave 
many behind. We can erase lines of inequity - or etch them indelibly. We 
can 

accelerate the most powerful engine of growth and prosperity the world has 
ever 

known - or allow that engine to stall. 

History has taught us that choices cannot be deferred; opportunity does not 
widen as a matter of course. There is no such thing as virtual opportunity. 

We cannot point and click our way to a better future. If we stand passively 
in 

the face of this great transformation, we will fail to fulfill the promise of 
this new age. That promise is profound. 

The Information Age is transforming the way we work. The high-tech industry 
employs more people today than the auto industry did at its height in the 
1950s. The auto and steel industries, in turn, have been revived by the new 
technologies - sharpening America ,s competitive edge. RESTORE THE NEXT 


SENTENCE ? 

IT WAS THERE FOR A REASON, SUBSTANTIVE AND POLITICAL 


It is transforming the way we live. The appliances in a typical American home 
now have more computing power than MIT did just [a few decades] ago. 

It is transforming the way we communicate. On any given day, more messages 
are delivered by e-mail than by the U.S. Postal Service. [CK] We have another 
good illustration right here. This ceremony is being broadcast live on the 
Internet, so people can join in from around the world, [joke] 

It is transforming the way we learn. A [TK]-foot stack of CD-Roms can store 
more reference material than all the stacks of [MIT Library], 

It is a powerful, sweeping transformation — the scope of which we have only 
begun to comprehend. But we can already see its greatest potential - giving 
millions of Americans the opportunity to participate more fully in our 
national 

life, to join more fully in the enterprise of building our great nation. 

The tools we develop today are bringing down mighty barriers - of race, 
gender, geography, income, disability, and age. The disabled are opening 
doors 

long closed to them -- doors of school, of work, of possibility. Small 
businesses are joining worldwide markets once reserved for the most powerful 
corporations. Children in the quietest corners of America will be able to 
stretch a hand across a keyboard and reach every book ever written, every 
painting ever painted, every symphony ever composed. Every day, information 
technology is giving more Americans greater access to the American dream. 

AS I TOLD JEFF, I THINK THIS EXAMPLE SHOULD BE SHORTENED AND SHOULD BE MOVED 
TO THE END ? REALLY, JUST AS A SETUP FOR THE STORY OF THE GIRL. GENE THOUGHT 
THAT THE UNION CITY EXAMPLE WAS BETTER ? 2 SCHOOL DISTRICTS, ONE RICH, ONE 
POOR, WHICH CLINTON VISITED ON THE SAME DAY. THE POOR DISTRICT WAS 
TRANSFORMED, TEST SCORES UP, ETC. AND HE SAW IT WITH HIS OWN EYES. I?M NOT 
SURE THAT IT IS BETTER .. BUT IT HAS THE ADVANTAGE OF BEING CLOSE TO 
7UNIVERSAL TECHNOLOGICAL LITERACY? IN ACTION. 



East Somerville is just a couple of miles from here, but in some ways it ,s a 
lot further than that. Jobs are more scarce, crime is more common, and hope 
suffers as a result. But at East Somerville Community School, technology is 
giving first to eighth graders an early -- and enormous - boost in life. 

Teachers with advanced degrees in information technology, backed with 
equipment 

and support from Time-Warner Cable, are bringing the Internet and multimedia 
design into the classroom. 

By the end of first grade, every single child at East Somerville has used a 
computer to research, write, and publish a small book. Sixth graders are 
producing documentary films using computers. They ,re having so. much fun that 
during their week-long winter break, nearly every single student showed up at 
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school to work on those documentaries nearly every single day. 



THIS TRANSITION DOESN7T WORK, IN ANY EVENT. YOU MUFFLE A LOUD POINT ? THE GUTS 
OF THE ARGUMENT OF THE SPEECH, IN PART, BY SEEMING TO MAKE IT A COMMENTARY ON 
THE STORY. 

HERE IS WHAT SPERLING AND I DISCUSSED. NEED TO SAY HERE (INELEGANT): 

FOR THE VERY FIRST TIME IN HUMAN HISTORY, A CHILD IN THE MOST ISOLATED INNER 
CITY OR RURAL HAMLET WILL HAVE ACCESS TO THE SAME WORLD OF KNOWLEDGE, AT THE 
SAME TIME, AS A CHILD IN THE MOST AFFLUENT SUBURB. IMAGINE THE REVOLUTIONARY, 
DEMOCRATIZING POTENTIAL THIS CAN BRING. IMAGINE THE BENEFITS TO OUR ECONOMY 
IF NOT A FRACTION, BUT ALL NEW ENTRANTS IN THE WORKFORCE WERE COMPUTER 
LITERATE. 

NEW TECHNOLOGIES CAN OFTEN BE DISRUPTIVE. EVEN AS THEY CREATE GROWTH AND NEW 
OPPORTUNITY, THEY CREATE INEQUALITIES AND SOCIAL DIVISIONS. THAT IS WHAT 
HAPPENED WITH THE MECHANIZATION OF AGRICULTURE. IT IS WHAT HAPPENED WITH THE 
INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION. 

AS WE MOVE INTO THE INFORMATION AGE, WE HAVE IT WITHIN OUR POWER TO AVOID THE 
MISTAKES OF THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION. WE CAN REAP THE GROWTH THAT COMES FROM 
A REVOLUTIONARY NEW TECHNOLOGY ? BUT AT THE SAME TIME, USE IT TO ELIMINATE 
DISPARITIES, NOT WIDEN THEM. 


SO UNTIL? every child has a computer in the classroom and the skills to use it 

until every student can tap the enormous resources of the Internet . . . 
until 

every high-tech company can find skilled workers to fill its high-wage jobs . 

. then America will miss the full promise of the Information Age. As we move 
forward as one nation, with vigor and confidence, into the 21st century, no 
one 

need be left behind -- and we must act to ensure that no one will. 

CAN?T SAY THIS IS THE PRIMARY CHALLENGE - -IS A CENTRAL CHALLENGE 
Extending opportunity to all our citizens in this Information Age is the 
primary challenge for our generation. It is a challenge for the students and 
professors here and in all our nation ,s centers of science and technology. 

It 

is a challenge for the leaders of industry. And it is a core challenge for 
our 

national leaders as well. 

How, as we move into the 21st century, will America meet this challenge? 
NICE TRANSITION 

First - we must help you, the scientists and engineers who are driving these 
developments, to accelerate this revolution. Since the Class of 1998 arrived 
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here as freshmen, information technology has been responsible for more than a 
third of our nation ,s total economic growth. And a growing, thriving economy 
is the most basic source of opportunity. 

That is why America must increase investment in basic research. As you well 
know, without government-funded basic research, not a single one of the 
remarkable technologies we ,ve discussed today would even exist. Not the 
computer. Not the Internet. Not Web browsers. So in the budget I will 
submit 

to for Fiscal Year 2000, I will ask for a doubling of the support for basic 
computer research. The first budget of the 21st Century should prepare our 
economy for the 21st Century. 

AGAIN, YOU GUYS DID A GOOD JOB WITH A DIFFICULT SITUATION HERE WITH THE 
CHALLENGES. 

We must also prepare our children. We must make sure that the opportunities 
of the Information Age will belong to all of them. And that is why, second, 
we 

must ensure that every young American has access to the new technologies. 

We are already making great strides. In my State of the Union address two 
years ago, I challenged the nation to connect every American classroom to the 
Internet by the year 2000. Thanks to unprecedented cooperation at the 
federal, 

state, and local level, an outpouring of support, from active citizens, and the 
falling cost of computers, we are well on track to meet this goal. Four years 
ago, when you arrived at MIT, barely 3 percent of America ,s classrooms were 
connected. By the end of this year, we will have reached 75 percent. [CK] 

NO. 75% OF SCHOOLS. 

But to make this quantum leap, we must all do our part. You may have heard 
recently about something called the e-rate, an historic initiative to connect 
America ,s schools, libraries, and rural health centers. Some businesses ? 
and their allies in Congress ? say America shouldn ,t make that investment. I 
say, we can ,t afford not to. We must plug every institution ? of health and 
of learning ? into the Information Age. THIS IS TOO TRUNCATED ? HAVE TO SAY? 

TO PROVIDE DISCOUNTS.? OTHERWISE IT D0ESN7T MAKE SENSE. 

But all the computers and connections in the world will go to waste if our 
students and teachers don ,t have the knowledge ? or the inspiration ? to 
make use of these powerful tools. AGAIN, GOOD TRANSITION 

THIS IS NOT HOW WE FRAME OUR EDUCAITON MESSAGE!! GOAL IS BEST EDUCATION IN THE 
WORLD. LIFELONG LEARNING REALLY REFERS TO JOB TRAINING. ALSO "INVESTMENTS" 
MEANS GOVERNMENT SPENDING. For five years now, America has made unprecedented 
investments in giving our 

children a world-class education, and to make lifelong learning our nation ,s 
number one priority. In the Information Age, the 13th and 14th years of 
education ? the first two years of college ? MUST BE AS UNIVERSAL will be as 
essential as the 

first 12 are today. That is why we have created HOPE scholarships, expanded 
Pell grants, and opened the doors of college to countless Americans. And that 
is why I have worked to make our public schools the best in the world, 
reducing 

class size, adding teachers, and demanding high national standards in the 
basics: math, science, and English. 

The basics remain what they have always been. They must be mastered. But 
the 

Information Age, the new economy, will demand the basics and beyond. That is 

why, third, NO ?THIRD? ? JFK DIDN?T SAY ?SECOND, MR. SPEAKER, I CHALLENGE THIS 

NATION TO SEND A MAN TO THE MOON,? I ask this nation to commit to a new 


imperative: computer literacy 

for every child. SAY: WE WOULD NOT LET A CHILD GRADUATE MIDDLE SCHOOL WITHOUT 
KNOWING ENGLISH. WE CANNOT LET A CHILD GRADUATE WITHOUT KNOWING THE LANGUAGE 
OF THE FUTURE. NO CHILD SHOULD GRADUATE FROM MIDDLE SCHOOL IF THEY ARE NOT 
COMPUTER LITERATE. OR SOMETHING LIKE THAT. 


Already, ten states with an eye to the future have made computer literacy a 
requirement of graduation. FROM WHAT? I believe all fifty states must meet 
this goal, and 

do it when it counts: every child should leave middle school able to use 
computers and the Internet as tools for learning, 

research, communication, and collaboration. Students should feel as confident 
with a keyboard as they do with a chalkboard. They should be as familiar with 
a laptop as they are with a textbook. That is the way we will ensure 
opportunity for all in the Information Age. LAPTOP/TEXTBOOK ? NICE. PEOPLE 
WILL SAY OH, THAT SOUNDS LIKE GINGRICH. BUT GINGRICH WAS RIGHT. 

We will help every state to achieve this ambitious goal. Today, I propose a 
21st century training fund NOT A VERY ELEGANT NAME! CAN?T WE DO BETTER? - to 
create a corps of trained technology leaders, 

at least one for every American middle school. In every community in America, 
we will empower teachers, and teachers will empower students -- to master 21st 
century tools. 


[conclusion TK: harken back to Zelia; segue into responsibility of every 
American (including MIT grads).] 
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AS I TOLD JEFF, MW NOT HAPPY RE: NO ENDING YET! 
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happens, at most, every hundred years. 

YOU know this; you have helped bring >< ab^h But I 
today to talk about technology, not bout b,.s andby ( ^ ^ jnstea(J 

value - opportunity - and wha, i, means 

in an Age of Information. 

Information technology can be the « 

ptosperity the world has -“^^^ ^000,109 and empowering 

can also be the Breates careful and vigilant and- 

z ** ° pportuni,v to * privi,e9ed 

prying open a digital divide. 

t^DJO SAY HOW IT C AN BE DEMOCRATIZING FORCE' 

•| 1 ^|PhE WHOLE SPEECH < 

This spring, in a series of ^h^ne^Mntu^^st month, at the United 
focusing on the challenges o the mission of our men and women in 

States Naval Academy, spo g of new treats, and to defend 

uniform: to protect our nation in th ^ gt Portland state, I will 

^^r^n ? s growing diversity can either strengthen and unite 
America, or weaken and divide it. 

VALUES? NEW CHALLENGES. 

Today I have come to the epicenter o^s ^c^fts ^0^ 
economy and Mc^ty. ome here t0 talk about the ways we must work 

(1 " eq RATHER THAN T 

^ZX S arfokh revolutionary ideal in a new, revolutionary time. 4 


At the. dawn of the last great transformation 


the Industrial 


Revolution, visionary Americans recognized that the best way -- the only 
way -- to seize the promise of change was to widen the circle of - 

opportunity! In the late 1850s, when new inventions like the telegraph and 
the locomotive first captured the imagination of Americans, a Republican 
Congressman named Justin Smith Morrill took on a grand cause. He proposed 
a system of land-grant colleges, at least one for every state, to educate 
the children of farmers and laborers in the wonders of agricultural and 
industrial science, f. THINK THE MIT AS LAND GRANT COLLEGE 5 
.WORKS BEST AT VERY BEG I N N I NG OF S PEECH v 
I TH INK; FO C U S I N G T 00 MUCH ON MIT AS LANP GRANT ;: 
i IS ATONAL. LIKE GOING TO HAR V AR D & T ALKI N G ABOUT 
ITS, ROOTS AS A DIVINITY SCHOOL. IT?S A GRACEFUL LITTLE NOTE, * 
;APT FOR THE BEGINNING.' THIS ISN?T OHIO STATE: 

This was a radical idea, in the scope and depth of its democratic 
aims. But at its core, Morrill?s plan was pragmatic: the only way to 
ensure the benefits of change, the only way to widen the circle of 
opportunity, was to offer more education to more Americans. 

The Morrill Land Grant College Act became law in July 1862, and 
provided seed money and land to help found [TK] new colleges. MIT received 
$3,409 and 56 cents -- a modest grant, even in those days. It was one of 
the wisest investments America has ever made. 

Ever since then, MIT has been at the cutting edge of technological 
change. A recent study showed that if all the companies founded by MIT 
graduates and faculty formed their own country, it would have the 24th 
largest economy in the world. But don?t go packing your bags or composing 
a new national anthem: Here in America, the 4,000 MIT-related companies 
employ three-quarters of a million workers, knowledge workers -- in 
high-paying, knowledge-based jobs. Once again, MIT is at the leading edge 
of a new era. 
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Computers, of course, are nothing new. What is new is the diffusion 
of computers throughout the economy, and that is having an enormous effect 
-- not just in one sector, but in the economy as a whole. Business 
investment in computers has increased by nearly 500 percent since you 
arrived here as freshmen. Many economists say that?s why American 
productivity is surging. By some estimates, it has shaved more than a 
point off the overall inflation rate. Since 1994, information technology 
has accounted for more than a third of America?s total real economic 
growth. And by the time this year?s incoming freshmen graduate, Internet 
commerce between businesses will likely exceed $300 billion. 

When Nicholas Negroponte and Jerome Wiesner founded MIT?s Media Lab 
back in 1 980, even they could scarcely have imagined that the system they 
used for e-mail would conduct business on that scale. Nor could they have 
predicted the Lab would someday develop everything from wearable keyboards 
to electronic books to quantum computers. The incredible innovations 
developed here and elsewhere are making our lives easier, more varied, and 
more interesting. Not just our lifestyles-our lives. We?re not talking 
about which cell phone has the most functions or which TV has the sharpest 
resolution. We?re talking about the contours of our lives, the fabric ^®| J |f^ r | , ()^ LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 
our communities, and the shape of our society. 
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The real test of these new technologies is not their speed or their f r | nW / 
storage capacity. And the real promise of the Information Age is not I) 

whether our lives as individuals are more carefree. It is whether our v \r ^ 

national life is more meaningful. Remember that the real triumph of the \ 

industrial revolution was not the steam engine or the assembly line -- it \. 

was the opportunity given to millions of Americans to enter our national \ 

life, to join fully in the enterprise of building a great nation. As \ 

technology propels us into the future, it can also move us closer to the \ 

revolutionary principle enshrined in our founding documents: opportunity 
for all. ^ 

TIGHTEIShTIQHTEN-Theproceeidng: 2 grafs hint at, but never really get to, thes ^ 
e.pX¥y^ef^Fpbmtt^ybu statey. several times, that our concern is with the impact « I v 
icTirour ■lives';" bu'f’h^ver "state' how that is or what that imapct could be. , 4 Jj 

An America that embraces these changes will be empowered by them, 
transformed by them -- from the center of our cities to the quietest 
corners of our countryside. In rural areas even the highways don?t cross, 
entrepreneurs can reach a worldwide market. In the classrooms of the inner / 

city, where children page through outdated science textbooks-you know, the 
ones that say computers might someday be as small as station / 

wagons-students can instantly find current materials for the cost of a / < \ l/tl 

phone call. Disabled Americans, displaced workers, new arrivals to our v, W 

shores - all can have better access to the American dream. VAGUE* 

NEED,- : A" .MORE. POETIC, UPLIFTING AND. CONCRETE IMAGE OF HOW IT EMPOWERS ? LIKE 
v- Te.yer^ b^ok'every writte every 'symphony ever composed, within reach of every 

child." V (\ 

\V 

But the forward rush of progress must not blur our vision. If history i.kJT 

has taught us anything it is that opportunity does not widen as a matter of 
course or as a byproduct of innovation. A century ago, the move from farm 
to factory challenged America?s traditional notions of opportunity. It ^ 

took six decades to adjust, and to harness the benefits of unbridled ^ 

ind ustry . TH IS G RAF I S REPETITIVE WIThf THE NEXT ON E* 

None of you is likely to underestimate the sweeping changes of the 
Information Age, and none of us should underplay the challenges they bring. 

We cannot point and click our way to a better future. There is no such 
thing as virtual opportunity. If we stand passively in the face of great ■ 
change, we risk creating two Americas: one wired, the other not; an America 
divided between haves and have-nots, between those who conquer change and 
those who fear it. While many Americans are surging ahead, succeeding by 

leaps and bounds, others are in danger of being left behind. And, in the 

long run, America cannot succeed without them.^Jnformation industries are / 

projected to spawn 100,000 new jobs each year--high-skilled, high-wage jobs l 

, -- and will have difficulty filling them all -3- ” I 

f BEST .GRAF, IN; THE SPEECH.^, BUTi^ENDING^pN A Pfillign the jobs? POINT IS A? / 

NONSEQUITOR AND TO ^ 

^ 100,000 new jobs to be filled every year. And how many new graduates 

are here today -- [number]? Those must look like pretty good prospects, as 
you consider your move from school to high-tech firm, or ponder your own 
software start-up. If any parents in America can sit back and relax on 
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graduation day, it?s your parents. As the information revolution rolls 
ahead into the next century, you?ll be at the forefront. 
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answer is not to have everyuuuy a 
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three vital steps. rrOADER SWEEP; IF US IS TO REMAIN IN 

■.THIS' I S i,T 0 Q, M 0 N EY -G RE0R|ENT 0UR THINKING® 

NEEDED. % 

TH AT?S WH Y I DID 1 3-14 YEARS OF COLLEGE. 

. TH AT?S WHY I I NSIST ON STANDARDS. 

T^SHAtUBwHY WE MUST DO X, Y, Z. 

First, we j^ r ^* a o vati^^ Newto^ a^d^V'ap^eTree^ 

S3 7^— Sntific a-- - rarely made hy aoci^ A. you 

wages, of lost opportunity. 

[Kalil R&D policy TK] 

sSS 8 .oca, vrzxxz: ^ 

^rdve^a^Mi:,:^®'^ 0 ^ Percent of 7nerica^?s classrooms were connected. 

Today, more than 30 percent are online. 

r t ar ::s r s "^r7 ^rs»rs? ,he 

"SScCs oledge m help whh the cos, of wiring schools, libraries, 

=s 

bs^sss^rB'^Sr 

this invesimem, . ht 0n |y backward or forward. I call 

this initiative ,0 Plug sohools and libraries 

into the promise of the Information Age. 

While we cannot take universal access for granted, we are making 
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important gains, and our next great challenge is clear. Equal opportunity 
in the Information Age now requires universal technology literacy and 
training. All the computers and connections in the world will go to waste 
if our students and teachers don?t have the knowledge -- or the inspiration 
-- to make use of these powerful tools. 

So today, I call on every state to work with us to help our students 
meet minimum standards of technology literacy for the Information Age. Ten 
states with an eye to the future have already added their own innovative 
forms of technology-literacy requirements for high school students. I 
applaud their efforts, but. I believe we must reach our students even 
earlier. Every middle school student in America must be able to tap into 
the lnternet?s vast resources and handle other evolving computer tools with 
as much comfort and skill as they use a school library today. 

How our schools help their students reach this goal should be 
determined by each individual state. Some will fold computer lessons into 
existing classes in subjects ranging from math and science to English and 
history; others will have separate computer classes. But whatever the 
means, the goal remains the same: to complement the basics, not supplant 
them. Math, science and English will remain, of course, essential. But if 
we are to expand opportunity in the 21st century, then every American must 
also be technology-literate - and that means every child must be taught 
those skills when it counts. 

To help states reach this ambitious Information Age goal, every middle 
school must have the trained technology experts it needs. Today, of the 
[TK] teachers who have a computer in their classrooms, only [TK] percent 
have received even a week of training in how best to put them to use. 
America can -- and must -- do better. That is why I am proposing. to help 
every state that adopts these voluntary technology-literacy standards by 
training a core of technology leaders in each middle school. These experts 
-- either teachers, librarians, or dedicated computer specialists -- will 
then train their colleagues, help them integrate computer tools into 
classes, and serve as troubleshooters when problems arise.. In every 
community in America, we will empower our teachers to master 21st century 
tools and to spread 21st century skills. 

[challenges to students, universities, private sector TK] 

[conclusion TK] 
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To: Jeffrey A. Shesol/WHO/EOP, Lowell A. Weiss/WHO/EOP 

cc: 

Subject: mit 

May 18, 1998 

MEMORANDUM FOR MICHAEL WALDMAN 
FROM: JEFF SHESOL AND LOWELL WEISS 

RE: MIT SPEECH 


\ 


Summary; This memorandum establishes a basic framework for the MIT 
commencement address. As conceived, the central theme of the speech is XXX: 
Equal Opportunity in the Information Age. 

Need the thesis: The move to an economy based on information/from in age 
to info age will dramatically affect the most central of American values: equal 
opportunity for all. The new technologies are one of the most potentially 
revolutionary democratizing forces in our history. Yet as with the transition to the 
Industrial Age a century ago, the move to new technoologies, demanding new 
skills, upending old arrangements, can threaten to widen the inequalities in our 
society. [FINISH WITH THESIS] 

Some propose that the President cover a range of themes related to the 
Information Age, from privacy and encryption to productivity growth, anti-trust 
enforcement, and internet commerce. Though such an approach could stitch 
together a variety of loosely related policies, it would be similar to the speech the 
President might give at a typical technology conference. We advocate a narrower 
focus. We believe a successful commencement address eschews laundry lists. 
That is what made Princeton and Morgan State and Rice so memorable. 

Substance: As the President has often noted, the explosive growth of information 
technology (IT) is a sign, and an engine, of an American economy in transition. IT industries 
have grown at more than twice the rate of the overall economy, and have nearly doubled since 
1985. In 1996, the IT sector employed 7.4 million workers in high-skilled, high- wage jobs; 




these workers earned about $46,000 per year, compared to an average of $28,000 for the 
private sector as a whole. The impact on the national economy has been profound. F IND 
ONE KILLER FACT OR WAY OF SAYING GREENSPAN/// IT, by some estimates, has 
shaved more than a point off the overall inflation rate and may be driving gains in overall 
productivity. In the past 3 years, IT has been responsible for more than a third of total real 
economic growth. And by 2002, Internet commerce between businesses will likely exceed 
$300 billion. 


This is the digital dividend , and it has just begun to pay out. In this speech, the 
President could explain what America must do to continue what his economic strategy has 
engendered. He could insist that it is not enough to say, complacently, “let us continue.” 

After all, this is more than a time of innovation; it is a time of fundamental transformation. 
Information technology is different in kind than "revolutionary ” innovations like the car, 
telephone, or television . Instead, IT portends a sea change that happens, at most, once every 
hundred years. At the onset of the last great transformation, the Industrial Revolution, 
visionary Americans like Abraham Lincoln saw that the best way to seize the promise of 
change was to widen the circle of opportunity. One important example was Lincoln ’s decision 
to sign the Land Grant College Act, helping millions of young people gain the technical and 
scientific skills that would help our nation branch out from its agricultural roots. (MIT is a 
land grant college .) If Lincoln ’s successors had been as prescient, six decades would not have 
had to pass before correcting the abuses and taming the savage inequities of the new economy. 

The President, like Lincoln before him, stands at a pivotal moment. It is ripe with 
possibility: as some economists argue, moments of fundamental “disruption” are the best time 
to narrow disparities. In order to continue our great gains into the 21st century, America must 
use this moment to close existing opportunity gaps and ensure that our nation will not be split 
by a digital divide. 

It is a challenge the market alone cannot meet. The IT sector is projected to 
spawn.1 00,000 new jobs each year— high-skilled, high-wage jobs--and will have 
difficulty filling them all. Elites, like the students, graduates, and faculty of MIT, 
have been and will continue to be at the forefront of this revolution. But they 
cannot sustain it, and America cannot ensure the health of its economy, without 
computer-literate workers. High school dropouts can no longer walk onto an auto 
assembly line or into a neighborhood Kinko's and expect to find employment; 
increasingly, jobs in the manufacturing and service sectors require basic computer 
skills. 

In an important sense, then, this becomes a values speech: equality of 
opportunity is the most deeply held national ideal at stake in the Information Age. 
For inequities will not, as a growing body of IT Utopians has it, disappear as a matter of 
course. If we stand passively in the face of great change, we risk creation of two Americas: 
one wired, the other not, an America divided between haves and have-nots, knowers and 
know-nots. MIT affords the President a chance to highlight these challenges and our great-if 
fleeting-opportunity to overcome them. Here his leadership is indispensable, his 


credibility unquestioned, and his opportunity for long-term impact most profound. 

Such a speech would articulate one basic principle: information technology 
must serve to narrow, not widen, disparities. And any solution requires three key 
elements: 

1) Universal access to information technology. 

2) Universal access to computer training and education. 

3) A new compact of responsibility among citizens , governments, and 
businesses. 

This Administration has made great strides toward universal access. Now, the public 
and private sectors must make a commensurate investment in the skills of our citizens. We 
believe the President can make the greatest impact with two complementary initiatives: 
ensuring universal computer literacy and providing universal teacher training in IT so every 
child in America has both the tools and the skills to succeed in the Information Age, 

UNIVERSAL TECHNOLOGY LITERACY: More and more students are 
becoming computer literate in elementary school. But for those who aren't, high 
school represents the last safety net before they fall unprepared into the workplace. 
Therefore, the President could encourage states and school districts to require, as a 
condition of graduation, competency in the "New Basics" --skilled use of computers 
as a tool for research and learning. 

You have asked us to determine whether it would be desirable for all high 
school students to pass a computer literacy requirement. The answer is Yes. The 
National Academy of Sciences has already been tasked with the project of defining 
exactly what information technology "literacy" should encompass. The NAS is 
close to completing its report. Perhaps the President could use its findings as the 
basis for a graduation requirement. It probably makes sense for us to stay away 
from requiring students to take a distinct computer class. Experts believe that this 
approach doesn't help students learn to apply computer skills in meaningful ways. 

UNIVERSAL TEACHER TRAINING: There has been a major education 
technology investment in hardware, infrastructure, and modernization at the 
federal, state, and local levels. It is now time to invest in our teachers. As the 
President himself noted, "I met with a group of young people yesterday in their 20s 
who said, 'What difference will it make if you connect every classroom in the 
country to the Information Superhighway if the teachers aren't trained to use the 
technology.'" PCAST concluded in 1997 that "the substantial investment in 
hardware, infrastructure, software, and content ... will be largely wasted if K-12 
teachers are not provided with the preparation and support they need to effectively 
integrate information technology into their teaching." 

Our current efforts are small-scale, and they are just getting off the ground. 
Congress has already funded several Administration initiatives that help states to 
train current and new teachers. We have asked for increases in FY '99 that would 


allow states to train all new teachers, and to train at least one technology expert 
per school. 

If the President were call for universal teacher training it could mean several 
things: providing training for all public school teachers, providing training for all 
public high school teachers, or helping to fund one IT expert per school (who would 
hold training sessions for all teachers and serve as an on-call troubleshooter). We 
think the third option is the most promising. If we were to opt for out-of-house 
teacher training (a week or two at a private training facility), it is likely that 
teachers would still need a lot of hands-on follow-up and troubleshooting. If an 
in-house IT expert were to do the training, seamless follow-up would be ensured. 

1. central value of american life: oppyt for all 

2. This transformation affectst that value, for good or ill 

3. Must maximize opporutnity, revolutionary potential 

- macro techno stuff 

- diffusion of tech 

- disruptive momen 

4. But great danger of digital divide 

5. So, answer, is universal what??? 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MICHAEL WALDMAN 


FROM: 


JEFF SHESOL AND LOWELL WEISS 


MIT SPEECH 


A 


Summary: This memorandum establishes a basic framework for the MIT commencement 
address. As conceived, the central theme of the speech is The D ig ital Dividend ; ^ Equal 
Opportunity in the Information Age. 
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' Some propose that the President cover a range of themes related to the information Age, 

from privacy and encryption to productivity growth, anti-trust enforcement, and Internet 
commerce. Though such an approach could stitch together a variety of loosely related policies, 
it would be similar to the speech the President might give at a typical technology conference. We 
advocate a narrower focus. We believe a successful commencement address eschews laundry 
lists. That is what made Princeton and Morgan State and Rice so memorable. 
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As the President has often noted, the explosive growth of information 
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f iOj This is th ^digital dividemj, and it has just begun to pay out. In this speech, the President 

^ ~ could explain what AfneHea^nusi do to continue what his economic strategy has engendered. He 

could insist that it is not enough to say, complacently, “let us continue.” After all, this is more 
than a time of innovation; it is a time of fundamental transformation. Information technology is 
different in kind than “revolutionary” innovations like the car, telephone, or television. Instead, 
(iTjwrtends a sea change that happens, at most, once every hundred years. At the onset of the 
last great transformation, the Industrial Revolution, visionary Americans like Abraham Lincoln 
saw that the best way to seize the promise of change was to widen the circle of opportunity . One 
important example was Lincoln’s decision to sign the Land Grant College Act, helping mi llions; 
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/ The President, like- Lincoln before hin t, stands at a pivotal moment. It is ripe with 
possibility: as some economists argue, moments of fundamental “disruption” are the best time to 
narrow disparities. In order to continue our great gains into the 21st century, America must use 
this moment to close existing opportunity gaps and ensure that our nation will not be split by a 
digital divide. 


It is a challenge the market alone cannot meet. The[IJ sector is projected to spawn 
100,000 new jobs each year— high-skilled, high-wage jobs— and will have difficulty filling them 
all. Elites, like the students, graduates, and faculty of MIT, have been and will continue to be 
at the forefront of this revolution. But they cannot sustain it, and America cannot ensure the 
health of its economy, without computer-literate workers. High school dropouts can no longer 
walk onto an auto assembly line or into a neighborhood Kinko’s and expect to find employment; 
increasingly, jobs in the manufacturing and service sectors require basic computer skills. 


In an important sense, then, this becomes a values speech: equality of opportunity is the 
most deeply held national ideal at stake in the Information Age. For inequities will not, as a 
growing body of IT Utopians has it, disappear as a matter of course. If we stand passively in the 
face of great change, we risk creation of two Americas: one wired, the other not, an America 
divided between haves and have-nots, knowers and know-nots. MIT affords the President a 
chance to highlight these challenges and our great-if fleeting-opportunity to overcome them. 
Here his leadership is indispensable, his credibility unquestioned, and his opportunity for 
long-term impact most profound. 


Such a speech would articulate one basic principle: information technology must serve 
to narrow, not widen, disparities. And any solution requires three key elements: 

1) Universal access to information technology. 


2) Universal access to computer training and education. 


This Administration has made great strides toward universal access. Now, the public and 
private sectors must make a commensurate investment in the skills of our citizens. We believe 
the President can make the greatest impact with two complementary initiatives: ensuring universal 
computer literacy and providing universal teacher training in IT so every child in America has 
both the tools and the skills to succeed in the Information Age. 


UNIVERSAL TECHNOLOGY LITERACY: More and more students are becoming 
computer literate in elementary school. But for those who aren’t, high school represents the last 
safety net before they fall unprepared into the workplace. Therefore, the President could encourage 


2 


states and school districts to require, as a condition of graduation, competency in the “New Basics” 
-skilled use of computers as a tool for research and learning. 

You have asked us to determine whether it would be desirable for all high school students 
to pass a computer literacy requirement. The answer is Yes. The National Academy of Sciences has 
already been tasked with the project of defining exactly what information technology “literacy” 
should encompass. The NAS is close to completing its report. Perhaps the President could use its 
findings as the basis for a graduation requirement. It probably makes sense for us to stay away 
from requiring students to take a distinct computer class. Experts believe that this approach 
doesn’t help students learn to apply computer skills in meaningful ways. 

UNIVERSAL TEACHER TRAINING: There has been a major education technology 
investment in hardware, infrastructure, and modernization at the federal, state, and local levels. It 
is now time to invest in our teachers. As the President himself noted, “I met with a group of young 
people yesterday in their 20s who said, ‘What difference will it make if you connect every classroom 
in the country to the Information Superhighway if the teachers aren’t trained to use the technology.’” 
PC AST concluded in 1997 that “the substantial investment in hardware, infrastructure, software, and 
content ... will be largely wasted if K-12 teachers are not provided with the preparation and support 
they need to effectively integrate information technology into their teaching.” 

Our current efforts are small-scale, and they are just getting off the ground. Congress has 
already funded several Administration initiatives that help states to train current and new teachers. 
We have asked for increases in FY ’99 that would allow states to train all new teachers, and to train 
at least one technology expert per school. 

If the President were call for universal teacher training it could mean several things: 
providing training for all public school teachers, providing training for all public high school 
teachers, or helping to fund one IT expert per school (who would hold training sessions for all 
teachers and serve as an on-call troubleshooter). We think the third option is the most promising. 
If we were to opt for out-of-house teacher training (a week or two at a private training facility), it 
is likely that teachers would still need a lot of hands-on follow-up and troubleshooting. If an 
in-house IT expert were to do the training, seamless follow-up would be ensured. 


Jeffrey A. Shesol 

05/15/98 05:33:15 PM 


Record Type: Record 



CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 


To: Lowell A. Weiss/WHO/EOP 

cc: 

Subject: Done! 

I have stitched it all together and trimmed it so our points of emphasis are not lost... Also note, I 
have taken MW's point that our "4 principles" are in truth one principle and 3 necessary conditions, 
and I've reconfigured them accordingly. See what you think, and we can rejigger on Monday. 


May 15, 1998 

MEMORANDUM FOR MICHAEL WALDMAN 
FROM: JEFF SHESOL AND LOWELL WEISS 

RE: MIT SPEECH 


Summary: This memorandum establishes a basic framework for the MIT 
commencement address. As conceived, the central theme of the speech is The 

Digital Dividend: Equal Opportunity in the Information Age. 

Some propose that the President cover a range of themes related to the 
Information Age, from privacy and encryption to productivity growth, anti-trust 
enforcement, and Internet commerce. Though such an approach could stitch 
together a variety of loosely related policies, it would be similar to the speech the 
President might give at a typical technology conference. We advocate a narrower 
focus. We believe a successful commencement address eschews laundry lists. 
That is what made Princeton and Morgan State and Rice so memorable. 


Substance: As the President has often noted, the explosive growth of information 
technology (IT) is a sign, and an engine, of an American economy in transition. IT industries 
have grown at more than twice the rate of the overall economy, and have nearly doubled a & 
since 1985. In 1996, the IT sector employed 7.4 mill ion workers in 
high-skilled, high- wage jobsAthese workers earned just undffl N$46,000 per year, compared to 
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an average of $2<3,000 for the private sector as a whole. The impact ontne national economy 
has been profound. IT, by some estimates, has shaved more than a point off the overall 
inflation rate. Aadhepast 3 years, IT has been responsible for ncarly - 35 - percent of total 
anneal real QjBP'grnwtKx And by 2002, Internet commerce between businesses will likely 
exceed $300 billion. / ff~ piA-ASIs ^g. GAS** 
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This is the digital dividend, and it has 
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could explain what Americamust do to continue what his economic strategy has engendered. 

He could insist that it is not enough to say, complacently, “let us continue.” After all, this is ~ 

time of fundamental transformation. Computer:. aru 


more than a tim e of innovation; it is a 


is\ 


different in kind than “revolutionary” innovations like the car, telephone, or televis ion. 

Inst ead, IT portends a sea change that happens, at most, once every hundred years. History 
^instructive. At the onset of the Industrial Revolution, Lincoln embraced its promise and 
responded to its imperatives by signing the Land Grant College Act. (MIT is a land grant 
college). Only education could widen the circle of opportunity, and embodied “the principle 
that clears the path for all-gives hope to all-and, by consequence, enterprise and industry to 
all.” But Lincoln’s successors did not answer his call, six decades passed before we corrected / 
the abuses and tamed the savage inequities of a new economy. 
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The President, like Lincoln before him, stands at a pivotal moment. It is ripe with till 
possibility: as some economists argue, moments of fundamental “disruption” ©Sfeastfeesfeest 0^ 


ortunity to narrow disparities, 
century, America must face, the 


.order to continue our- great gains into the 21st 




PRESERVATION PHOTOCOPY 


During the last great transformation, the Industrial Revolution, one American President 
acted boldly to seize the promise of 

was tearing apart. MIT is a land grant college. 
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During the last great transformation, the Industrial Revolution, one American President 
acted boldly to seize the promise of change — Abraham Lincoln. His wise — and pragmatic 
— response to the economic imperatives of the Industrial Revolution was to widen the circle of 
opportunity. So strong was the impulse that he signed the Land Grant College even as the Union 
was tearing apart. MIT is a land grant college. 



It is a challenge the market alone cannot meet. The IT sector is projected to 
spawn 100,000 new jobs each year— high-skilled, high-wage jobs--and will have 
difficulty filling them all. Elites, like the students, graduates, and faculty of MIT, 
have been and will continue to be at the forefront of this revolution. But they 
cannot sustain it, and America cannot ensure the health of its economy, without 
computer-literate workers. High school dropouts can no longer walk onto an auto 
assembly line or into a neighborhood Kinko's and expect to find employment; 
increasingly, even jobs in the service sector require basic computer skills. 





In an important sense, then, this becomes a values speech: equality of 
opportunity is the most deeply held national ideal at stake in the Information Age. 
For inequities will not, as a growing body of IT Utopians has it, disappear as a matter of 


stand passively in the face of great change, we risk creation of two Americas: one wired, the 
other not, an America divided between haves and have-nots, knowers and know-nots. MIT 
affords the President a chance to highlight these challenges and our great-if 
fleeting-opportunity to overcome them. Here his leadership is indispensable, his 
credibility unquestioned, and his opportunity for long-term impact most profound. 


Such a speech would articulate one basic principle: information technology 
must serve to narrow, not widen, disparities. And any solution requires three key 


elements; 

1) Universal access to information technology. 

2) Universal access to computer training and education. 

3) A new compact of responsibility among citizens, governments, and 

businesses - -4/2L ,WrW 

This Admimstratiojknas made great strides toward universal access. Now, the public 
and private sectors must/make a coifimensurate investment in the skills of otir citizens. We 
believe the President cam mateThe greatest impact with two complementary initiatives: 
ensuring universal computer literacy and providing universal teacher training in IT so every 
child in America has/the Skills to succeed in the Information Age. 


UNIVERSAL TECHNOLOGY LITERACY; More and more students are 
becoming computer literate in elementary school. But for those who aren't, high 
school represents the last safety net before they fall unprepared into the workplace. 
Therefore, the President could encourage states and school districts to require, as a 
condition of graduation, competency in the "New Basics" --skilled use of computers 
as a tool for research and learning. 


You have asked us to determine whether it would be desirable for all high 
school students to pass a computer literacy requirement. The answer is Yes. The 
National Academy of Science has already been tasked with the project of defining 
exactly what information technology "literacy" should encompass. The NAS is 
close to completing its report. Perhaps the President could use its findings as the 
basis for a graduation requirement. It probably makes sense for us to stay away 
from requiring students to take a distinct computer class. Experts believe that this 
approach doesn't help students learn to apply computer skills in meaningful ways. 


UNIVERSAL TEACHER TRAINING: There has been a major education 
technology investment in hardware, infrastructure, and modernization at the 
federal, state, and local levels. It is now time to invest in our teachers. As the 
President himself noted, "I met with a group of young people yesterday in their 20s 
who said, 'What difference will it make if you connect every classroom in the 
country to the Information Superhighway if the teachers aren't trained to use the 
technology.'" PCAST concluded in 1997 that "the substantial investment in 
hardware, infrastructure, software, and content ... will be largely wasted if K-12 
teachers are not provided with the preparation and support they need to effectively 
integrate information technology into their teaching." 

Our current efforts are small-scale, and they are just getting off the ground. 
Congress has already funded several Administration initiatives that help states to 
train current and new teachers. We have asked for increases in FY '99 that would 
allow states to train all new teachers, and to train at least one technology expert 
per school. 


If the President were call for universal teacher training it could mean several 
things: providing training for all public school teachers, providing training for all 
public high school teachers, or helping to fund one IT expert per school (who would 
hold training sessions for all teachers and serve as an on-call troubleshooter). We 
think the third option is the most promising. If we were to opt for out-of-house 
teacher training (a week or two at a private training facility), it is likely that 
teachers would still need a lot of hands-on follow-up and troubleshooting. If an 
in-house IT expert were to do the training, seamless follow-up would be ensured. 


MIT MEMO OUTLINE: THE DIGITAL DIVIDE 




This memorandum almost establishes a basic framework for a commencement speech on 
the Digital Divide: Inequality in the Infomiation Age. 

On June 5, the day of the MIT speech, exactly thirty years will have passed since the 
assassination of Robert Kennedy. America has changed profoundly in those three decades, but 
the questions we must ask of ourselves are the same ones raised by RFK. Will there be 
economic opportunity for all, regardless of race, region, income or education? Will Americans 
endeavor to cross social divides and narrow economic disparities? Or will we permit, by our 
indifference, those gaps to widen? These are the questions Robert Kennedy posed in his 
campaign for president in 1 968, questions we have yet to answer; and they press upon us with 
particular urgency as we enter the Infomiation Age. RFK knew little about computers, but this is 
not a speech about computing. It is about living and working, and about opportunity and 
responsibility. RFK liked to provoke student audiences, shaking them out of their moral 
complacency. MIT presents an opportunity for the President to do the same. 


1) The Infomiation Economy. 

Time of transition, explosive growth of IT: stats, scope, outlook. 

Presents great opportunities: everything from [a] to [b]. 

The winners in this economy are smart, versatile, mobile'. MIT grads are the big winners. 



| fray 

Inequality in the Information Age. 


2 ) 

■ I s IT mdanger of creating two Americas, one wired and one not? An America divided between 
haves and have-nots, knowers and know-nots, races, genders, regions, classes? 

/frvt \fJJjU a ) inequality of access: Info infrastructure 
fiXftyk M ^ b) Inequality of ability: skills and motivation 

dA'fdJb- 


3) The challenge. 

At this pivotal moment, will we let this divide widen? Or seize fleeting opportunity to narrow it? 
Will this be our greatest unifying moment as a nation or the opening of a chasm so vast it can 
never be closed? 





4) What won’t work. 

Some say these gaps will narrow simply as a matter of course. They will not. History has not 
been kind to those who stood passively in the face of great change. And markets are not magic. 
Trickle-down economics didn’t work; trickle-down technology won’t, either. Good Will 
Hunting: playing field won’t be leveled as a matter of course. Will Hunting has skills to succeed 
in new econ; what about his friends? 


A~pwi 9 \ vT 

5) What, then, is to be done? \ 

Must recognize four core principles: 

* Information technology must serve to narrow, not widen disparities. 

* Narrowing the digital divide requires universal access to information technology. . 

* Narrowing the digital divide requires universal^accesstocomputer training and education. 

* Narrowing the digital divide requires a new compact of responsibility among citizens, 
governments, and the private sector. 


6) Policies and partnerships that will narrow the divide: TBD. 


POLICY POLICY POLICY 

1) Here’s what we’ve done to IMPROVE ACCESS (build the infrastructure) 

*connecting all schools to Info Superhighway by 2000 

*connected all schools in empowerment zones 
*universal service/ e-rate 
*TechCorps and related union efforts 
*HUD Neighborhood Networks 

2) Here’s what we must do to IMPROVE ABILITY (build skills) 

AmericaConnects: Building Computer Literacy in Every Community for the 21st Century 
*Teacher training ^ WWO wutm^ o tfTUM aMwA cdk/tz, V 

-tech training for every new teacher and at least one expert in every school (FY 1999) 
-college students teaching teachers 

* Challenge every high-tech CEO to adopt an underprivileged school 
*Take Plugged In national (East Palo Alto public-private partnership) 

*Free telephone tech support for every school, library, and community tech center 
*High-tech “Baldridge Awards” for software aimed at the underserved 

* Online mentoring 

*Enhance R&D to build customized tools for the disabled 



MIT MEMO OUTLINE 
THE DIGITAL DIVIDE 



1) REK Anniversary. 

30 yrs later, world he cd scarcely have envisioned. New patterns of life, new means of 
communication. But the issues he raised in his life and particularly in 1968, the questions he 
asked, still resonate. These are the questions we must ask-and answer-as we enter the digital 
a a e . ?)/*+ UHA if 

\ H'tf tHppeno (fUdA C- , \(~ 

2) The Information Economy. I***'- 

Time of transition, explosive growth of IT: $tat$; scope, outlook. 

Presents great opportunities: everything from [a] to [b]. 

The winners in this economy are smart, versatile, mobile. MIT grads are the big winners. 

But 


6 
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3) The Digital Div ide: Inequality in the Information Age. 

Is IT in danger of creating two Americas, one wired and one not? An America divided between 
haves and have-nots, knowers and know-nots, races, genders, regions, classes? 

a) Inequality of access: Info infrastructure 

b) Inequality of ability: skills and motivation 

\~4) At this pivotal momen t, our challenge. — (liiri'uyu 

Will we let this divide widen? Or seizefleeting opportunity to narrow it? 


cd 


\Will this be our greatest unifying moment as 
inever be closed? 


a nation or the opening of a chasm so vast it can 

5) What won’t work. 

Some say these gaps will narrow simply as a matter of course. They will not. History has not 
been kind to those who stood passively in the face of great change. And markets are not magic. 
Trickle-down economics didn’t work; trickle-down technology won’t, either. Good Will 
Hunting: playing field won’t be leveled as a matter of course. Will Hunting has skills to succeed 
in new econ; what about his friends? 

6) What, then, is to be done? 

a) Improving access: POTUS accomplishments. 

b) But it’s also about improving ability 

7) Arid who’s going to do it? 

a) students 

b) private sector 

c) government 


May 13, 1998 


MEMORANDUM FOR MICHAEL WALDMAN 
FROM: JEFF SHESOL AND LOWELL WEISS 

RE: POLICY IDEAS FOR MIT SPEECH 


We have winnowed the list of policy initiatives to reflect those that would address the 
challenge of the “digital divide” and those that could be universal. We are left with two ideas, 
both of which we’ve detailed below. Our hope is that you and Gene will have time to discuss 
them en route to Europe. 

• UNIVERSAL TECHNOLOGY LITERACY 

More and more students are becoming computer literate in elementary school. But for 
those who aren’t, high school usually represents the last safety net before they fall unprepared 
into the workplace. Therefore, the President could encourage states and school districts to 
require, as a condition of graduation, competency in the “New Basics” - skilled use of the 
Internet, e-mail, databases, and word processing software. 

Courses in computer literacy have an obvious benefit and an equally obvious appeal. 
However, the consensus among policy people seems to be that a rhetorical challenge would not 
make news, and that a call for a mandate would attract a great deal of opposition (“States’ 
rights!.”, “Unfunded mandate!”). In theory, we could tell states that we won’t give them a 
portion of the Technology Literacy grants they are now entitled to if they don’t revise their 
curricula to include computer-literacy requirements, but we could not do so without modifying 
current legislation. 


• UNIVERSAL TEACHER TRAINING 

There has been a major education technology investment in hardware, infrastructure, and 
modernization at the federal, state, and local levels. It is now time to invest in our teachers. As 
the President himself noted, “I met with a group of young people yesterday in their 20s who said, 
‘What difference will it make if you connect every classroom in the country to the Information 
Superhighway if the teachers aren’t trained to use the technology’.” PCAST concluded in 1997 
that “the substantial investment in hardware, infrastructure, software, and content ... will be 
largely wasted if K-12 teachers are not provided with the preparation and support they need to 
effectively integrate information technology into their teaching.” 

Our current efforts are small-scale, and they are just getting off the ground. Congress has 
already funded several Administration i ni tiatives that help states to train current and new 
teachers. We have asked for increases in FY ’99 that would allow states to train all new teachers, 


and to train at least one technology expert per school. 

If the President were call for universal teacher training it could mean several things: 
providing training for all public school teachers, providing training for all public high school 
teachers, or helping to fund one IT expert per school (who would hold training sessions for all 
teachers and serve as ah on-call troubleshooter). We think the third option is the most promising. 
If we were to opt for out-of-house teacher training (a week or two at a private training facility), it 
is likely that teachers would still need a lot of hands-on follow-up and troubleshooting. If an in- 
house IT expert were to do the training, seamless follow-up would be ensured. 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
REMARKS ON CHILDREN AND HANDGUN SAFETY 
THE ROSE GARDEN 
July 8, 1998 

Acknowledgments: Sec Rubin : AG Reno : Sens. Chafee and Durbin: Lt. Gov. Kathleen 
Kennedy Townsend : Superintendent of Maryland State Police David Mitchell : Jonesboro parent 
Suzann Wilson 


I will always remember receiving the news about Jonesboro, about the gunshots that 
shattered the peace and so many families in a quiet town in my home state, giy thoughts and 
prayers — like those of every American — went to Suzann Wilson and all who grieved. It struck 
me that every family or community in our nation has been, in some way, wounded by a troubled 
child who fin ds a gun and takes a life. 

We do not understand what drives a child toward such terrible acts, even as crime is in 
overall decline. We struggle, as a nation, for answers; we consider the impact of popular culture 
and the importance of good parenting. But if there is one thing we know for certain, it is this: the 
combination of children and firearms is a deadly one. There should be no easy access to 
weapons that kill. 

That is why, for five years now, our administration has worked to protect America’s 
children. We are making progress with the help of hardworking officials like Lt. Governor 
Kennedy Townsend and Police Superintendent Mitchell . We are well under way toward putting 
100,000 community police on the streets. School security is tighter; prevention is better; 
penalties are tougher. We have promoted discipline with curfews, school uniforms, and anti- 
truancy policies. And we are showing zero tolerance toward guns in schools, preventing of 
countless acts of violence like the one in Jonesboro. 


Our laws are strong; our enforcement is swift and resolute. But recent events re min d us it 
is still too easy for deadly weapons to fall into young hands, by i ntent or by accid ent. We cannot 
shrug our shoulders and say, simply, Accidents will happenTWemust, every one of us, slep up ■ — 
to our responsibility. And so, today, we are putting gun owners, purchasers and dealers on 
notice: protecting children is your responsibility, too. There are penalties if you fail to fulfill it. 




/^^^^fhard experience: When guns are kept in the homep^f^em^n^inJ^^^pick ^raiup, co 
- danger. Most will put them back where they found them. Others, tragically, will touch the 


But responsibility does not end there, or with the close of business. We know this by 

r J — lat-rrr . J ^ . XtT. i_ 

court 






From now on, in response to the directive I issued to Secretary Rubin last year, all federal 
gun dealers will be required to issue written warnings and post signs like this one. As the sign 
makes plain — in the simple, direct language of the law — it is illegal to sell, deliver, or transfer a 
handgun to a minor. No one who enters a gun shop should mistake their responsibility. 


2^3 






% 




umI Km me . fa 

-J , U>€ v&eJL 


“4 


efts. 




trigger by accident; and a troubled few will take the guns, violence in mind. 


<=*@JL *7^t. **£ ** ^Uj£mJc\ 
t p/' cJ^iA *- 




That is why the child access prevention bill proposed by Senators Chafee and Durbin is 
so important, and why fambacking it today. Every gun in any child’s home should be locked, 
unloaded, and out of reach. Responsible.parents understand this. Responsible legislators 
understand it, too: It is the law in Maryland, it is the law in 14 other states. But it should be the 
law in all 50 states, and the practice in every g ffi j ^ owinSg fam ily. By passing this legislation, 
Congress can show it is serious about gun safety, it is serious about its responsibility to 
America’s children. Congress should also pass the juvenile crime bill I have proposed, which 
would ban violent juveniles from buying guns for life and take other important steps toward the 
prevention of juvenile crime. I urge Congress to step up to its responsibility and put progress 
above partisanship. ' • 


Of course, our responsibilities as a nation reach beyond law and policy; they touch our 
most basic values of respect, of right and wrong, of conscience and community. Government 
cannot teach these values, only parents can. But there is much we can do, in the halls of 
Congress and in state and local governments across America. It is our sacred obligation to our 
children that we get it done without delay. In this way we will give our children a safer, and 
better, future in the 21st century. 





Lisa M. Kountoupes 
07/07/98 05:16:35 PM. 


Record Type: Record 

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message 

cc: • 

Subject: 

Due to the awkward situation with Mr. Berry and the woman from his home district who is 
introducing the Potus for tomorrow's event (she has been attacking him publicly for not signing 
onto gun control legislation), we need to add the following to the Potus remarks: 

I would like to recognize my good friend Congressman Berry who could not be with us today. He 
has seen first hand the effect that school violence has on a community and has been dedicated to 
finding ways to combat this problem. 

I understand that the remarks have been turned in already, so this needs to be added at the 
morning briefing. 

Also Christa is it possible to review the remarks of the "parent" to be sure there is nothing in them 
that would be awkward for Potus and Mr. Berry? 


please call me if you have any questions 66620 thanks 
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Jeffrey A. Shesol/WHO/EOP 
Charles M. Brain/WHO/EOP 
Lawrence J. Stein/WHO/EOP 
Christa Robinson/OPD/EOP 
Jessica L. Gibson/WHO/EOP 
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Acknowledgments: First Lady; VPand^^gme; 

members of the roundtable 

Befuirf begin, I want to emphasize whatprwious 

"SfaokKt tsA- , „ . 

- ' • id; no family health issue is more 


important than protecting our children from tobac^^e^ 

^ flouuWJulo^*^ 

have di c cn working -fer-some-tiiiic now to forge-an 
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honorable, bipa riisameompremise . A majority of th e 
Sen ate stands r ead y to make progress by passin g 
- meaningfuH egtsiatiea. « last week, in a brazen act of 


partisan politics, the Republican leadership-6h©se=t©baeco 
■eempa ni c s over Ame riean-famtfes.^ bipartisan bill 
th e y ^w^ wnulehi dt on l 

— It would d&S&M 

from drugs, SHd give low- and middle-income families a 

tax break by ending the marriage penalty,': ovj***^ 

-r (u, oaojjw VWR>iJ o^v 


t l woul d [improve clii ld care m id] mahe ail important 
i nvestment in cancer research. So -- this was not jtist -a 
pro-tobacco -W) l tjraei o uii Hn. I iiiiii il l ttwi'r ^n anti- 

family vote, -^uxk 

Xhe-oongr es s ional lead e r - ship wi ll not s uG€eed-m 

clouding the debate or changing the subject fronTth e 
health of our chi l dren. A nd they will not-conv j n ee-me- 
thatthtfrbattle isjover, b ecause w o ’rc goi n g to k ee p -en 
f ighti ng it 1 1 n 1 1 ^ we . win- i r for ou r children. I urge all 
-member s of Congress to join his sin g comprehensive 
legislation that curbs youth smoking. But o nothing I will 
not d^is participate a charade that fails to protect our kids 
and instead gives political cover to the allies of the 
tobacco lobby. 



Last year^we made a historic investment in our 
children’s health that will give up-t o 5-millio n uninsured 

KvaStIVAV^ oo. hUW. CJktv*, 

kids access to the medical coverage they deserve^ In my 
balanced budget for 1999, 1 have proposed to give states 


the funds and flexibility to enroll hard-to-reach children — 
4rccauso-milhon3 of them, tho ugh eligible for Medicaid, 


remain 


in without coverage. fte#as^cent studies have 


tMr. 


shown us^uninsured children are more likely to be sick as 


newborns; less likely to be immunized; and less likely to 
receive treatment for recurring illnesses, like ear 
infections or asthma. Without treatment, those conditions 


can have lifelong consequences. 


(~Every family knows: there is no concern greater 
than a child’s illness; there is no priority greater than 


a child’s healthy xThat is why, four months ago, I asked 
eight federal agencies to find new ways to help provide 
health care for children. And today, I am signing an 
Executive Memorandum directing those agencies to 


implement more than 150 initiatives, from information for 

schools and child care centers to partnerships withjob 

^ K OuJ ^ 0L * JlK to 

centers and Head Start, working together, we can enroll 
the millions of uninsured children in Medicaid or our new 


Children’s Health Insurance Program. 



and - a healthier and a stronger America.^ M 


I would now like to open the roundtable for 

# 

discussion, and I look forward to hearing all your 

perspectives. CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 
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Record Type: Record 

To: Jeffrey A. Shesol/WHO/EOP 

cc* 

Subject: Assault Weapons Speech 

Jeff: . 

Attached please find 2 documents that ^h^ancTthe President that 
W6 expect to take Monday a.m.. and the second a Q/A I d,d ^ ^ announcement sh ould no. 
talks about "targeted deterrence. Apy speech^d^ ^ ^ Sunday. That - S whe n the 

be widely distributed beyond Rahm, W Id < won . t get any official decision/paper from 

assaults "gag order" is being lifted. *' S °' ' f Y acts at that time. With respect to Rahm s 

“ argument, Ou, km sure K, mucO too 

detailed for your purposes. 

Hope this helps, 

Jose' 
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- DRAFT — DRAFT — DRAFT — DRAFT — DRAFT — DRAFT — DRAFT — DRAFT - 
Banning the Importation of “Sporterized" Assault Weapons 

April 6, 1998 

Announcement: Today, in response to a previously issued directive (1 1/14/97), 
the President announced that the Treasury Department was permanently 
banning the importation of more than 50 specific models of "sporterized" assault ' 
weapons, including the pending importation of more than 1.5 million modified * 
llzis and AK-47-type weapons. • 

On November 14, 1997, President Clinton directed the Treasury 
Department to temporarily suspend the importation of more than 50 
models of assault-type weapons, and review whether or not these 
weapons complied with current law. Today's report is a response to that 
directive. 

Undercurrent law (the 1968 Gun Control Act), the.Treasury Department- 
has the obligation to restrict the importation of firearms unless they are 
determined to be "particularly suitable for or readily adaptable to sporting 
purposes.” After taking several months to review the weapons in question 
and collect data on their uses, the Treasury Department has concluded ' 
that these weapons do not meet the sporting purposes test and are not^ 
importdbre: 


'I 

\HAQJlk- 




Since passage of the 1 968 Gun Control Act, Administrations of both parties 
have repeatedly invoked this authority to ensure that only legitimate 
sporting weapons are brought' into the country. In 1968, it was used to 
ban the importation of Saturday Night Specials and other small and 
inexpensive handguns; in 1984 and 1986, to ban the Striker-12 and USAS-12 
riot control shotguns; in 1 989, to ban 43 semiautomatic assault rifles; and in 
1 993, to ban assault pistols; 

The more than 50 firearms impacted by today's decision are modified 
versions of military assault weapons that were previously banned by the 
Bush Administration in 1 989 or the 1 994 Assault Weapons Ban and which 
are capable of accepting large capacity ammunition clips that were 
made illegal in 1994. Most of impacted weapons are models based on 
the AK-47 assault rifle, but also included are variants of the Uzi, FN-FAL, HK, 
SIG SG550. 



As a result of today's decision, outstanding and pending permits to import 
more than 1 .5 million of these firearms will be revoked, pending a 30-day 
appeal process. 
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Juvenile Crime and Youth Violence 

Q; Mr. President what more does the Administration plan to do to prevent juvenile 
crime and youth violence? Do you intend to introduce new legislation to 
provide tougher penalties for violent youth, to treat more juveniles as adults, 
or perhaps to further restrict youth access to guns? 

A: Last year, I forwarded a comprehensive anti-gang and juvenile crime strategy 

to the Congress, and it addresses many of these issues. It would, for 
instance: treats gangs like organized crime by expanding the use of 
racketeering statutes for gang-related offenses; add to the list of crimes that 
juveniles could be prosecuted .as adults and give prosecutors greater 
flexibility to do so; and ban violent juveniles from owning guns for life. We 
should debate and consider these and other similar issues before the 
Congress. 

However, our first priority, must be to do everything we can to help 
communities save young lives and prevent juvenile crime and violence from 
happening in the first place. And the truth is: we already know that tough, 
targeted deterrence and better prevention will do this.J 

For example, in Boston, Federal, state and local law enforcement -- and the 
entire criminal justice system, police, prosecutors, probation officers and 
courts -- worked together to deliver a tough, targeted message on gun 
violence. They did this by identifying the 1,300 juveniles in 60 to 70 gangs 
that were responsible for virtually all of the youth homicides in Boston; giving 
them the message that law enforcement wouldn't tolerate any shootings or 
stabbings; and using the full force of law on anyone who broke the rules. 

The result: the gangs were literally disarmed, and no juvenile was killed with 
a firearm for a 2 14 year period. 

By combining this type of tough, targeted enforcement -- with schools that 
are open later and on weekends, when most violent youth crime occurs -- we 
can prevent youth crime and violence before it happens. That is why my 
juvenile crime bill and budget includes funds to replicate Boston's success in 
other cities. Specifically, I have called for more than $200 million for local 
prosecutors, probation officers and special court programs; more than $200 
million to keep schools open later; and $28 million to hire more ATF agents 
and expand our gun tracing efforts that help identify illegal gun suppliers. 

Just imagine the number of young lives we could save if we expanded 
Boston's successful efforts to the handful of cities with serious juvenile 
crime and violence problems. Think of it: 85% of cities report no juvenile 
murders, while 5 of our largest cities (New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, 
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Detroit and Baltimore) account for a full 25% of the juvenile murders in the 
country (or more than 500 murders). That's why enforcing tough, targeted 
deterrence in these cities and others must be our number one priority. 
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I look around the room and see a number of your 
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potential rivals for your party’s nomination: Mr. Forbes, 

^0 'p&r- LmMj 

-M#. Alexander, Mr. Buchanan, and Governor Pataki. By 

s 

the way gentlemen, A1 Gore sends his regards. He 
'LQ 

ttMLim couldn’t be here because tonight he is attending the 
Dixville Notch Gridiron Dinner. 
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You know, the Speaker and the Republicans set a 


legislative agenda and a legislative calendar that gives 
him plenty of free time to spend in New Hampshire. As 


of tonight, the 105th Congress has fewer than 60 working 
days left. Newt, does that mean you’re reconsidering 
your position on health benefits for part-time workers? 
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The Cains, and families like them, should have another choice. Not a government 
handout, but the option to buy into Medicare if they choose to. Today I am releasing a report 
that shows, state-by-state, how many Americans will be helped by this leg islation. And, as 
Senator Moynihan just explained, the Congressional Budget Office this plan will cost even- 
less - an i benefit even more people than our administration first estir^^d. It will give 300,000 to 
400,000 Americans new options for health care coverage at a vulnerable time in their lives— 
without burdening the Medicare trust fund. 
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By taking the carefully targeted, fiscally disciplined steps outlined in this bill, we can 
adapt a program that has worked in the past to the needs of the future. The hard work of the 
American people and the strength of our economy has given us this opportunity— and this 
obligation. Congress should take it— now— and ensure that the same system that served our 
parents also serves our children. Medicare is one of the crowning achievements of this century. 
This legislation will strengthen it for the next century. 
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To: Paul Begala 

Fr: Mark Penn 


Some Message Suggestions: 


On Social Security: 

The key is to maintain that we have no more important task than to 
strengthen Social Security — it is a way to keep our economy sound, our 
budget balanced and do our duty to the elderly. Some are threatening to 
play politics with Social Security next year. We need a Congress that is 
100% pledged to Save Social Security First We need a Congress that is 
100% committed to a bi-partisan process to, strengthen Social Security. 

Veto: 


The best position is always to complain that: Republicans in 
Congress have put partisanship over progress in holding up our payment 
to UN dues at this critical time in international affairs with irrelevant and 
extreme measures. Congress must send a clean bill to fund paying our 
back dues to the UN dues. With so many trouble spots in the world today, it 
is particularly Important for the US to be able to fulfill its responsibilities of 
international leadership. 

The riders in question are extreme. They endanger the health of 
women , and they deny them even basic information about family planning 
- such information that women around the world need to make the best 
decision for their own health. This is wrong. It would be unthinkable here, 
and it is unthinkable to impose such restrictions abroad. And it is 
unthinkable that the Republicans in Congress would tie UN funding - 
critical to the our peacekeeping efforts in the world - to such extreme and 
irrelevant measures. 

And not only is UN funding at stake but... (whatever else is in the him. 
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Christa Robinson 
08/04/98 10:47:15 AM 


Record Type: Record 

To: Jeffrey A. Shesol/WHO/EOP 

cc: Laura K. Capps/WHO/EOP 

Subject: Brady Announcement 


Forwarded by Christa Robinson/OPD/EOP on 08/04/98 10:52 AM ■ 


Jose Cerda I 


07/28/98 04:09:23 PM 


Record Type: Record rjR 

To: Michelle Crisci/WHO/EOP 

cc: Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EOP, Elena Kagan/OPD/EOP, Leanne A. Shimabukuro/OPD/EOP, Christa 

Robinson/OPD/EOP 
Subject: Brady Announcement 


Bruce asked me to forward this to Rahm. It's an outline of our suggested Brady event: 

Proposed Brady Event -- Next week, the President could make the following 3-part 
announcement to strengthen the Brady law, which has stopped an estimated 242,000 
prohibited persons from purchasing handguns: 

N ^^^nSV l .i?c?^iD?ll?rMyiLBMJe?S>The Administration could ■puMsh.*the*prpp;osedif inal rule, 
- S£gSgrSSfeQ^ins|a?.e.hec.k*Sysjern3.(NICS)T*' Under NICS, the FBI will implement 
a nation^ com^terized system of background checks and extend 5 fe^.giPJ^.ndlch.ecksi.to^« 

\ the'purchaserofiraNtfirearmssrfnot just handguns). The rule would go into ef.ftcXaJ-tbg*en^,o^. 
£ Novembers 

('2r'eall£for^^ The President could call for a 

permanen^extension^of the Brady law’s waiting period, which is set to expire when NICS is 
implemented in November. •A ,; iratieTrg|£5?diaYi\w.aiJiiig s |^isjJ^j^g^c£Q]tini^^g^^^!oc^lr^ 

lawrenforcementno^reviewcgunTpurchasesjbefpre'.th^yrare^naiized^ furthefT^suring that 7 ' 

(-3> f -Qppnse^Conaressionalr T effo rts?t o .under minei Brady. Senator Smith? (R-NH) has offered an 
•amendmentItOrthe,Commeiw^^^^ would serio.usly«t> . 

undermiheith.er.Brady-law^»Smith's amendment would: prohibitTtheiFBICfrom::collecting;;a fee 
.tn ? pa y ( >fofeBradvfback a roundrchecks ;$re guir.ea,th e; i :immediata idestr.uj;ti.Qm9feaJkbAcJ<giLQ.u,od^ 
chWk^recSrdsj-ancI allow/agg'ri'eved^pefsdhsKtO'SUit/thecgoyernmentipyer^ 


lot 'QMaaj 
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The President could threaten to veto the'»CJS bill over these provisions. 
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Acknowledgments: Sec. Herman ; Mayor Mark 


Morial: 


President Sandy 


Feldman : Secretary-Treasurer Ed McElroy ; newly elected 
Executive VP Nat LaCour (also a member of WH 


Commission on Presidential Scholars) 
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I want to say a word about someone who is not here 
today, but who is very much with us in spirit, 
my 4H friend A1 Shanker. I know he would be proud of 
you on your 75th anniversary, proud that you are 
continuing the lifelong fight he waged for excellence in 
education: for high standards of achievement, high 
expectations for our children, and high-quality teaching. 
We are all grateful forjjtee ^wyjlr hir WP "” / ™ 
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This is a remarkable time in our nation’s history: a 

_ A»wmuWu.4i. 


time of gre wfl i, of confidence, of 


. The 


American economy is the strongest in a generation. 
Communities are coming together, strengthened by a 
common bond of values and a renewed ethic of 
responsibility Ism puwirfwl mnyj thin rnru i rint ftHwnr nnri 



i, sending crime rates 
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downward and making families, again, feel more secure. 

Today, I want to talk to you aboutithe ways we can instill 

1C t T^U-VlO- ^ ouufi oJomt- 

this ethic of responsibility and respect in every one of our 


nation’s public schools, and in the lives of every one of 

OjjoElIju^ UA-v.foodAV btSTU 

our children,^ ^^*>W**^^pW**^*^ ^ kUAiuj |Mv u T*q 

v 

This is a tremendous moment of possibility for our 


nation’s children. 
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• fciag is- And by Hoing oo, we-will onouro that our ow el 





ajpportuniliuu m l ini^cd. 


I know, as teachers, you believe in this possibility. 
Your unflagging faith in it drives you every day to 
broaden young minds, unlock their potential, sharpen their 
skills. It is a faith that sustains you during long days in 
front of the chalkboard or over the keyboard, during long 
nights grading papers and crafting lesson plans. 


Mr c ?,£ SU*' r .N : 


l-suo * 9? 


For more than five years, our administration has 
worked to be a strong, active nartner in your efforts - 


\^\JC°£>Xa 


(^ttuJjdxfev^ 3 tUx^/Vxa 1 -' WtWAm 

i f, jmioing otcmdardo m4he ’' baaioo fo r 

s^sl\k^.vfc^ 4o MjxlU CAOV kjvi^t c i6 ( c^(.(uv f W) 

4 < 4 ™ 


n 1 » m in 1 1 n 1 1 um y a 

v_^VLtevVV^-A- Gd.v. GMsX^ ^m/U(Lk 0i\ 

■qwnlify rrliintinn nn lnrina-to^cnir oteld. In an age of 

i cuav^WA vu^t, isa ^LV-ux_t 1 eo\ ft ijj cua ^ 

information and ideas, education must be America’s first 
priority. That is why we have made the greatest 
investment in education in our nation’s history. That is 

[V^utluvy^* 

why we’re working to modernize our schoolsjand connect 

Uxl a 

every classroom to the Internet: 


working to end social promotion^; 

\\UJSt\k 
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■ AT'IE. I I salute President Feldman’s plan to 
improve teacher quality anc^mow your efforts wilkaake 


a differen ce^ uiuiu <Mah U^ru, %du^( 
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Just as teachers are stepping up to their responsibility, 
Congress must do the same, and put progress above 
partisanship. That is how we have helped more children 
learn to read?f t ftor a^eecfeew"^^ and more young 


b\ H ir j t tu.\ uu v <*a Wt 

=o-g» to college! I am pleased that the Congress is 
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moving forward with my proposals to help prepare 

(Wcxu^r tuM 


teachers for the classroom. If a wim tlwa* M - 

NUC&Sill ferAUroUj 
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w nfido n t we wBk maintain our momentumWBut 

lUiir liUSLUoj^ ^Auouir mav. 


you know 




at our schools are M safe 


, orderly places, 


where teachers can teach and children can learn. 
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There is chaos where there should be calm^ 



disorder where there should be discipline^ 

*4m is a threat not only to your classrooms^but to 


UwstrengA 


§ 


jiQt iiii niidj itk Ar to the strength and vitality of our 


nation. 


' ll jju juh en nj, fa i nt t lmt jp a recent study, 81 percent 


of teachers said it was the worst-behaved students who 
absorbed the most attention in schools. Not the struggling 


students, not the striving students, but the worst-behaved. 
II iu u dirnmijuiia fimMfcnt 71 percent of all high school 
students *s aid there were too many#disruptive students in 
their classes - and only 13 percent of public school 
students said their classmates were “very respectful” of 


teachers. 


You know that teachers can’t teach if they have to fight 
for respect or fear for their safety; fet students can’t 
study if there is disorder in the classroom; and 
disruptive students won’t change there are w clear, 
strict standards for behavior. 


We will have discipline in the classroom, or we 
will have disorder — and danger. Hard experience has 
taught us this lesson, taught us well, jumblem ifi 



\ 

recognize that a return to order is central to the renewal of 
education in America. 
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There is another lesson to be learned - 
know you have a fondness for lessons - in this case, it’s 
from the overall decline in violent crime. Crime is 

t; 

dropping in this country because we are getting serious 
about punishment, and getting serious about prevention. 
Crime is dropping because entire communities are taking 
responsibility for their own streets and neighborhoods, 
and because the government is giving them the support 
they need. That is the idea behind community policing — 

the 1 00,000 police we are putting on the streetsA 

If OUL 

when welassume responsibility, when we set tough new 
standards for behavior^ something remarkable 
happens: people behave. 

That is why our administration is serious about 



school safety. 
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We have seen, tragically and repeatedly, the damage done- 
by troubled adolescents with a firearm in hand and 
violence in mind. So we have worked hard to tighten 
school security, to strengthen prevention, and to toughen 
penalties. We will continue to show zero tolerance 
toward guns in schools. During the 1996-1997 school 
year, our policy led to the expulsion of nearly 6,100 law- 


breaking students and the prevention of countless acts of 

WLmju ' ' MfeWs o 

violence. IMTfhis fall, as I am announcing today, I 

’ t - * 

' ’ : * 

will host the first-ever White House Conference on 
School Safety - bringing together not only experts and 
law enforcement officers, but also families whose lives 
have been touched by school violence. ftjguLliuTm, will 
■ tanfaiB tho 6gkt to fed new solutions to this conW n t 


challenge. 


10 


Congress, too, has an opportunity to protect 
America’s children by passing the juvenile crime bill I 
have proposed. It will ban violent juveniles from buying 
guns for life and take other important steps. Congress can 
also give communities much-needed support: I have 
proposed that in our balanced budget, $95 million be 
allocated to the prevention of juvenile crime. I urge 
Congress to step up to its responsibility, invest in 

prevention — like the summer jobs program some are 

\ Cuj^-Xix-Q KMJVv Atuus-u Rfiutvt 

trying to eliminate and stop violent outbursts before ^ ^ 
they start. 

We have learned another lesson from the drop in 
violent crime. And that is: the small stuff matters. 


In most schools, it is not the sensational acts of violence 
but the smaller acts of aggression - the threats, the 
scuffles, the back-talk - that take a terrible toll. That is 
why setting strict standards for behavior can and will 
make a difference, as they are doing, all across America, 


in powerful and inventive ways. 

Our first effort, of course, must be to get children 

inside the schoolhouse doors. Truancy, is 


more than a warning sign of trouble - it is trouble, and a 

6tMtfju4UuUivU 

gateway to drugs, alcohol, gangs and violence. ^Kidooon. 
either sit in class, or stand on the streets. They eith^ 
learn from teachers, or learn from thugs. It used to be that 
truancy laws were enforced, that local police knew 
kids and brought them back to the schoolrooms, butjthat 


has long ceased to be the case. CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 
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IW^H 

#8f communities are again turning their attention to 

truancy. In Milwaukee, officers can now stop students on 

the street during school hours. And in Boston, where 

more than one quarter of public school students were 

absent three weeks or more this past school year, they 

have a strict new promotion policy: if you don’t attend, 

you won’t advance. Other cities are forming truancy task 

forces -- a united front of schools, social services and 

* 

community police to keep children in school and out of 
trouble 

A teacher’s day must sometimes seem very long.* But 
we know that the school day lasts a precious few hours 

and there is no time to waste. So once kids are inside the 

* 1 • 

i . 

schoolhouse door they must be free of fear and free of 
distraction. 



That is one of the ideas behind school uniforms. When I 


spoke of school uniforms in my 1996 State of the Union 
Address, it was an idea without 

wncv^-V.o Ijcys^ Tkcu-iv fcAu^-ujuK. , 

But in the years since, I have been heartened to see a|f 
^SdatioB of interest. From New York City to Houston, 



from Dade County to Chicago, school districts are 

r i > (f\5 SVuCluxb 

adopting school uniform policies3«^*i*ftto»g fl ufl c that 

LKjVx\\ CWv \kvU_CL<Jj 3 C u GJ^Aa.uS 

sneakers or ft 

designer jacket^ ranking ami students are focused not on 

tWfcufeAU, 

appearances but on leaming^^HBiirit, crime^e going 

ttauutu* 

down in these schools, attendancekl on the rise. 



4UWs<mjtmau4 

But our responsibility cannot end with Him hk 

1^1^ . UAXS-LV tUxiv (dhJC^'dA-^ ^Ultj LlCUt \ 

s «dkkefr4ieiii»9#d.” After schoolchildren can find their 
way into crime and drugs or fall prey to it. 


Youth crime, wider, is at its peak during those 

unsupervised hours, 3:00 to 6:00. That is why I have 


called on schools to remain open - to become community 
learning centers where children are not only safe but can 
continue to learn and grow. I have proposed, in my 1999 
budget, a significant expansion in grants to schools to 
create before- and after-school programs. And for the 
later hours, when the streets become darker and more 
dangerous, I have long urged that communities follow the 
example of New Orleans, put in place community- 


• * ■ ‘ ' . 

based curfews. It’s no wonder that. youth crime is 
dropping dramatically during curfew hours, or that cities 
fromDenver to Chicago to North Little Rock are adopting 
curfews —keeping children off the streets and out of 
trouble, and giving parents &3&SS® 
responsibility. 


lm parl^r espect and 




V Anti-truancy efforts. School uniforms.! Character 

» iiuj iUM. I. > aI<. >11 . i. . . ^ 1 . 1 » 

education.^ 


» Inote » ^ Biey add up to a new approach to restoring 
discipline in our schools and order in our children’s 
lives. Working together, learning from one another, 
America can end an era of unruliness and install an ethic 

i 

of responsibility in our schools. We can make them 
places where students again learn not only the three R’s 
but also respect, not only the gjreat books but also good 

i 1 i *■ 

behavior. It’s as simple as the AFT’s slogan: 
“Responsibility. Respect. Results.” That’s a good 
formula for success, and a good “Lesson for Life.” 


every challenge we facqjis 


x * V 1 , 

I am struck that 


being met somewhere in some way by someone. 

(y F? [mXK 0 -UA CXujU&Uv 

(ytoK&dbj uAidrlx\ tUuiA — 


Today I call on every community - parents 1 ' teachers, and 
local school officials - to adopt a set of standards for 
school disciplinepThe federal government will not make 

^ ft i UJa.^ \ At ^ul in- 

decisions for you, but will help you to make your 


decisions work. Government, as I have said, is not the 
solution. Nor is it the problem. At its best, government is 


a catalyst; a clearing house for new ideas; a partner in 
empowering citizens to make the most of their lives. 


(Vu^s lAkU^s 
ujv <x 


. UUatU\ 

jvY^mig iu majtve me most oi tneir lives. 

Kj Uicjlu. nu tj\ Pv K I A/O'vWi K rti A A I . I I M \ \ > I >n /» I ft flftO I\ . S\ ini\ h . . .1 a 


matmkm Cx f\r\h^x U-Vii> to\ 

b\V\ (mJLIK ^ (jtXUxC; 'ft) (S^AlTl \ 

~ ' Qf oo J u * P a > fl P toariina, vuu undustaud aj sreftas 

-^rUTtULtS <x AXLOu 

- *■ ’ ?gino not m fee elaaai^uni, bill 1 at, 

^t\K]T (k^kJUK 
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FINAL Sequence of Questions: Gore “Town Meeting 

1 Restoring Public Confidence in Public Schools: Elaine Klesd, Ohio -- “As people 
who work in the public schools, we know there are problems to be solved But we 
also know that there are countless successful programs that aren t getting the support 
and recognition they deserve. As a result, public support for public schools is 
slipping. How can we get parents more involved in, and the public more supportive 

of public schools? 

2 A Ouatity Teacher in Every Classroom: Susan Townsend. Nebraska - “We know 
Amerfcaneeds more than a million new teachers in the neat deesde, to keep up wrth 
risto enmltords and the retirement of current teachers. Wto can we do to be sure 
that there is a quality teacher in every classroom in this country . 

3 Early Childhood Education: Charles Smith, Missouri - “Early childhood education 
' fssffli anuneven landscape in American schools, but its value to young children is 

well-proven. Can the federal government provide leadership in tmkrng early 
childhood education a priority, so that every kid is ready to learn? 

4. Vouchers: Jill Matarrese, Wisconsin - “The Wisconsin Supreme Court to : jmt nto 
in favor of the Milwaukee voucher program, which provides publt P 

and religious schools. As public educators, we find this 8 ' 

How can we ensure the future of quality public education for all students . 

5 School Modernization: Barb Newcomb, South Dakota - “Teachers parents and tire 
Americans want our students learning in modem schools, witi. small 
class sizes and access to the latest in technology. 1 know that federal legts a on o 
slhool modernization has stalled out. Why? Why can’t Congress agree that this 
national priority, just like safe roads and bridges.?” 

to cMd lives^or the wealth of his or her 

parents?” 

7 The E-Rate and Educational Technology: Carolyn White, , rnrLess 

St the E-Rate is under attack by phone companies and some members of C gr . 
Given that technology and Internet access are the wave of die TWure n < > 
classrooms, what to we do to generate Congressional support for educahonal 

technology?” 

8. Professional Development: Lola Sledge, Tennessee - ^y up to 

dSn 311 teaCh£rS ^ 

education employees receive adequate professional developmen 


9. Class Size: Charles Payne, Indiana -- “Class sizes in Indiana and across this country 
are a concern to both teachers and parents. The research is clear that smaller classes 
really benefit our students, particularly in the early grades. What’s the status of class 
size legislation at the federal level?” 

10. School-to Work: Judy LoganbiU, Kansas — “America really needs quality school-to- 
work programs to help students who choose to enter the workforce right out of 
school. I’ve heard that there are threats to federal support for these programs. What 
can you tell us about their future?” 

1 1 . After-School Programs: (Unknown), Arizona - “For all families — and single- 
parent families in particular — the availability of quality after-school programs is a 
major concern. Is there hope for federal help in this area?” 

12. Environmentally Safe Schools: Charles Everhart, New York — “A lot of schools in 
America are having environmental problems, from asbestos removal to air and water 
quality. How can the federal government pitch in to make our schools 
environmentally safe for all kids?” 

13. Distance Learning: John Davis, Florida — “I know the federal government provides 
funding for distance learning. How can we ensure the quality of distance learning, so 
that students are taught by experienced, full-time faculty, and not by part-timers 
whose expertise may be lacking?” 


. -V 


)- "* 10 Ot 



QUESTIONS AT NEA TOWN MEETING 

i 

1) Restoring public confidence in public schools/parental involvement. "As people who work in 
public schools, we know that there are problems to be solved. But we also know that there are countless 
successful programs that aren't getting the support and recognition they deserve. As a result, public 
support for public schools is slipping. How can we get parents more involved in, and the public more 
supportive of, public schools?" ■ 

► First, let me thank you for, the work you and vour colleagues do every day t .jmd for 
your interest in finding wavs to strengthen public education more generally. More than 
ever before, the success of our nation, our economy, and our democracy depends on 
our public schools providing a quality education to children from all walks of life. 

Your leadership is crucial - both in going to school every day to help children learn, 
grow, and succeed, and in 'dealing honestly with broad issues about how to strengthen 
our schools as we enter the 21st century. 

► Public schools are facing a major challenge . Because of changes in the economy and 
society, our public schools; are confronting imm ense challenges as we try to prepare all 
of our children to higher levels of skill and education than ever before. In many ways, 
our public schools are doing better than ever before and we see spectacular successes in 
some places. But, overall we are not yet well enough to meet the challenges of this 
new era we are entering, j 

► Together, we must build public support for our public schools . While there is a vast 
reservoir of public and parental support for public schools, this support is fragile. We 
must help the public understand the new challenges facing schools, while we make 
clear that these challenges do not provide an excuse for accepting the status quo. We . 
must enlist the public as true partners and provide what they ask for in schools, often 
starting with the basics: safe schools that are disciplined, orderly and teach basics like 
reading well. Most important, we need to work together to demonstrate results and a 
relentless focus on improving student and school performance. 

► We also must involve parents more in their children’s education. 30 years of research 
shows that parental involvement is a critical factor in a child’s education and in the 
success of a school. Tipper and I host a conference on the family every year, and the 
focus last year was on education. In a survey released the day of the summit, 79% of 
parents said they wanted to be more involved in their children’s education. In today’s 
busy world, teachers and others in schools need to reach out to parents more 
aggressively than ever before. We need to make our schools family-friendly and we 
need to call on parents to take responsibility and get involved in the education of their 
children. 


2) A quality teacher in every classroom. "We know America needs more than a million new 
teachers in the next decade to keep up with rising enrollments and the retirements of current 
teachers. What can we do to be sure that there is aiqualitydeacherrinreveryiclassroom in the 
country?" 


Improving education depends on good teaching . The success of nearly every reform and 
improvement effort in education ultimately depends on the ability of teachers to motivate 
their students and help them learn. ^Mg tegs l^d gdsmlugationakte^olQgYysmaller^ 

th€FduHSy : ^ 

AVg^musrisupnort-good-teaching-acrossfhecduntrv-todav-an d*be*forward looking. .enough sA 
itbjgffiactlalffiipfe^ Both depend on lifting up our 

teachers, not bashing them. We must make clear that entering the teaching profession is 

ClifftMi^ l^rQpSSM^SD^ni M^^ laKMpiS for outstanding prospective teachers 
from all backgrounds that commit to teach in high-poverty schools or high-need subject 
areas. ■^^^tM4 sMfi\^^^r^HMi^Mp^^^$H)3^iIEd^^i^Bipiii^n^ i 


. NatidhaMfrofesriofralWe^Ki ngTStand^ 

.. n^tional^fc^ag^il^ jt^h^iB^ie^^BSol# And that’s why we are investing in 
training for current and future teachers. 


► • BufemostTofrom^investmentsrin^ducation^llWeljiTteaghers peifofm Ml^uciBl IClgssisizes 

i^l!lrM^iftpdssiblerf6nteachersM!t^K^MSdemizingtschool;buiIdings-will-onsure:fhat 
t eachef§;fiav^ thB!pfoperifacilities;mlwl n'chlt o;:teach#Educational|technO;logy,33when 
coupled with investment in professional development for teachers to make effective use 
of the technology -- is a powerful tool for teachers. This country and Congress must 
invest in all of these efforts to equip and support our teachers to give our kids the 
education they need and deserve. 


► 


ButjtetlfiSi&ssue^p^ is very important that you, as teachers, talk 

about whywou:chose to':be a:,teachenand that you encourage younger people - and 


Americans of all ages - to enter this noble profession. Tquxmersonahexampleand 


as ®® 1 


rip pcoura g^emenf ca n a ■ di ffere nce^If you do that, then we can work together to malce sure 

r that these new teachers enter a profession whose standards are high, compensation is 

a JU competitive, and that offers abundant opportunities for learning and growth. 

oP* 
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^ j pHucation "Early childhood education is still an uneven landscape in American 
3) Early ch.ldhood educat. 0 ^ y ^ ^ ^ federa| gowe ment prov ,de leadership ,n 

a priori,, so « eve^ Kid is ready ,o learn, 

D clrient and I believe we have no more important task than to make sure our 
* “gtt of“o a strong and healthy start in life. This Administration has made early 

childhood education a top priority. 

coherence. Last year, we hosted an historic White House Conference on 

of children’, earhes, experiences in life to their later success m school and m lift. 

, .- Start Farlv H ead Start and fr - wrr sripnlemental nutrition progra m. 

" ^S^Sat our children arrive at school ready to leant, the Pres, dent and I 

To make sure tna development We have dramatically expanded Head 

continue to invert mcUdr ^ p children &r a lifetime „f learning. Because 

Start, and created Early Head Start .prep >8 development, we have dramatically 

proper MC Supplemental Nutrition Program, providing millions 

oTpregnant women, infants and children with nutrition packages and ln | fo ™“°"™ 
health referrals In addition, we have supported family literacy and early c^ . 

the’Even Start Family Literacy Program introduced a new 

. Parents as First Teachers program as a part of the America Reads Chal eng . 

rare Initiative. The President and I have put forth an historic initiative to 
* — V1H rare better saferand more affordable for working parents. Research shows 

that^when children are in better quality child care programs, they have strongerlanguage, 
me-mathematics, and social skills. Our initiative would provide significant new 
assistance to states to improve child care and promote early learning. 

■ in^fpgtmmts in Head Start For more than thirty years, Head Start has been 

— 7 tinn’q best investments The President has made improving and expanding 

ensures that low-mcome chilta start school 

readv to leam. The President is committed to reaching one million cbldren throug 
Start by 2002, and to doubling the number of infants and toddlers m ar y ea 

80,000. 
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4) Vouchers vs. Improving public education for all students. "The Wisconsin supreme court has just 
ruled in favor of the Milwaukee voucher program, which provides public funds for private and religious 
schools. As public educators, we find this terribly disturbing. How can we ensure the quality of public 
education for all students." 

► This nation depends on quality public education . The success of our nation, economy, 
and democracy depends on quality public education for allof our children. There is no 
more urgent task for this nation than investing in quality public schools. 

► Vouchers undermine public education . There is no greater mistake than abandoning our 
public schools just at the time when our children and nation most depend on them. At a 
time when we need to invest more in public education, vouchers would siphon off 
funding from the public schools attended by 89% of our children. At a time when we 
must have more accountability in education, vouchers would diminish accountability by 
provide funding to private and parochial schools that are not accountable to the public for 
results. At a time when we must bnng people together in partnership to improve our 
schools, vouchers divide communities. 

► We must take toueh steps to improve our public schools, rather than abandon them . We 
know how to. do this. We must start by setting high standards for all students. We 
must provide students with small classes and well prepared teachers, in safe, modern 
school buildings. That’s why I’ve asked Congress to enact my proposal to reduce class 
size in the early grades to a national average of 18, to pass my proposal to help build 
or modernize more than 5,000 schools around the country, and to support my efforts to 
bring modern technology to schools throughout the country. 

► We must also strengthen accountability in our schools . We must end the practice of 
social promotion, and stop promoting students from grade to grade if they haven’t 
learned the material. Where schools are failing, state and local officials should step in 

' and help turn them around, or close them down and reopen them with new, more 
effective leadership and staff who will raise standards. We should do more to reward 
good teachers, and keep them in the classroom. But when teachers are not effective, 
we must help them become better teachers, and have fair process for removing them if 
they do not improve. The President and I have proposed $1.5 billion over the next 
five years to enable urban and poor rural districts to implementing these types of 
reforms. 

► If we do these things, we can turn poor schools into good schools and good schools 
into outstanding schools. 


CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 


5 pS?B^i^^eraKatian?^»Teachers, parents, and the vast majority of Americans want our 
students learning in modem schools, with small class sizes, and access to the latest technology. L 
know that federal legislation on school modernization has stalled out. Why? Why can't 
Congress agree that this is dMtioMlfpfibrit^u^ 


Modernizing and building our public schools is a top priority for President Clinton and 
for me. and we are going to work very hard to get this initiative enacted. As you know, 
we have proposed tax credits to cover the interest on approximately $22 billion in local 
and state bonds to build and modernize more than 5,000 public schools across this nation. 
Congress has repeatedly rejected this initiative almost entirely along partisan lines, but 
we will make the case to the American people and to the Congress over the next few 
weeks and months why this investment, is so urgent. The President and I agree with you - 
in fact, we could fully fund our proposal to build and modernize school infrastructure 
with only 10% of the funds allocated to our bridges and roads. 


i^^r^d^ewa^ch^ 11 ch^n•s 1 MdfadnTo^aecommodate ^ student-'enrollment>^growth :• Many 
schools are already overcrowded, and K- 12 student enrollments will swell by more than 2 
million students by the year 2006. States and communities will need to build some 6,000 
new schools to serve additional students in the next decade. 


The'General Accounting Office 

(GAO) estimates that one-third of all schools in the Nation, serving more than 14 million 
students, need extensive repair or renovation of one or more school buildings. Many 
students attend schools with antiquated heating, plumbing, or electrical systems, that do 
not provide full access to persons with disabilities, or that do not have the infrastructure 
to adopt new educational technologies. 

initiative 

compTements well our initiative to reduce class size in grades 1-3 to a national average of 
18. Moreover, states and school districts are recognizing the importance of smaller class 
sizes. But reducing class size often requires more classrooms. And this initiative can 
help. 


► ^uPGofrgfess T needs~.to~act?’ . 



MAsTC&AMs'y . 


6) Children’s Health. "The kids at my school all have a common concern - their basic health. It’s 
impossible for a child to learn when his or her simplest health care needs go unmet. Shouldn't 
every child in this country have access to health care, regardless of where that child lives, or the 
wealth of his or her parents?' 

► One of the top priorities for this Administration has been providing health care coverage 
for uninsured children . As recent studies have shown, uninsured children are more 
likely to be sick as newborns; less likely to be immunized; and less likely to receive 
treatment for recurring illnesses, like ear infections or asthma; and have more trouble 
learning. That is why our Administration fought hard to enact the largest expansion in 
children’s health care since the passage of Medicaid in 1965 --$24 billion over five years 
to help up to five million uninsured children get health care coverage. 

► We are launching a major public/private outreach campaign to help sign up the millions 
of uninsured children eligible for but not enrolled in health insurance programs . There 
are currently over four million children who are eligible for Medicaid but are not enrolled 
and as the new Children’s Health Insurance Program is implemented, even more families 
will have children who are eligible for state or federal health insurance programs. 

► Last month, at the Family Conference that Tipper and I host in Nashville every year, the 
President issued a directive to eight Federal agencies that serve children and families to 
implement over 150 new commitments to help enroll uninsured children . This included 
sending information to Head Start centers, child care sites, and WIC program on how to 
enroll children in health care. 

► I know that the NBA has been an important leader on this issue . We applaud you for your 
efforts and look forward to continuing to work with you to ensure that all children who 
are eligible for health insurance are covered. As school teachers and educators, you see 
uninsured children and their families every day. You know better then anyone how 
important it is to make sure that children have health care coverage and are in an 
excellent position to help ensure that families know about health insurance options. 

► One good time to reach out to uninsured children and their families is right when kids -go 
back to school . We are planning to intensify our efforts this fall by launching a major 
outreach campaign and would like to work closely with you in this regard. 



7) read that the e-rate is under attack by phone companies 

1 ^*^^^^^g a f^^^rsofcongress. Given that technology and internet access are the wave of the 
future in our classrooms, what can we do to generate congressional support for educational 
technology?" 


► 


► 


Some in Congress have indicated that they intend to pull t he p lug on the e-rate and our 
reboot, our efforts to connect our children to the future . I believe we should open the 
door of opportunity for our children to give them the tools to succeed in the 21st, 
Century, not shut the door on the future they deserve. 


■ igW^fi^fr^^^t jTogether with our Technology Literacy Challenge 
Fund, the e-rate will ensure that for the first time in our nation's history, a child in the 
most isolated inner city or rural town will have access to the same universe of 
knowledge as a child in the most affluent suburb. Parents will be able to communicate 
more frequently with teachers, and keep up .with the progress of their child in school. 
Our children will be ' 'technologically literate 1 ’ - and better prepared for the high- 
tech, high-wage jobs our economy is creating in record numbers. 


► o The NEA has plaved a critical role in educating members of Cong ress about what is 

really at stake in this debate - our kid’s future. But we all must do more, We must let 
Congress know that we can't move into the information age with an approach to 
education that is stuck in the stone age. And we can't stop until every child can 
stretch a hand across a keyboard and access the full promise of the new learning 
technologies. 




’ if^tnj^tiph ^i^cg^ln^^to^ay^^llate^^l^r^ can the federal government help 

ensure ' that all teachers and'education employees receive adequate professional development? 


Professional development and training for teachers is essential . We are living at an amazing time of 
change, where we are learning more every day about to make effective use of technologies in the 
classroom and about how the brain works and children learn. Moreover, teachers are collaborating to an 
unprecedented degree in efforts to reform and upgrade their schools. And teachers are making use of 
new academic standards, while enjoying great freedom in how to hel children reach these standards. 
Professional development and training are essential to help teachers get the skills needed to succeed in all 
of these areas. 


We need to focus on quality professional development and training 

tbelp^ And teachers need the time and support from their schools 

Sl&oofSffetoiarticipate in professional development and training. 


That’s whv the President and I have been investing in te acher training and professinal 
development- hut once again. Congress is slashing needed investments. The 
appropriations bill passed by a house subcommittee last week cut $50 million from the 
President’s request for the Eisenhower teacher training program and provided none of 
the $350 million proposed to attract and prepare prospective teachers. Moreover, 10.%>- 

nf T thg>fimHs^n'»therBresiden t ?!S?class vsize.trfidueatibTa^iSP^5KiP51igeatga5tdQtgS'clr^a» 


9) j^^^sizeaClass sizes in Indiana and across the country are a concern to both teachers and parents. 
The research is clear that smaller classes really benefit our students, particularly in the early 
grades. What's the status of class size legislation at the federal level? 

K ^eachersBlaiow'that.smaller/class- sizes'enable^etter teaching-and hioreMMividnalize.H 5 ''' 
sffi^^festuaerrt^ •■* 

*• ' ^^^h^also-»makesnt?clears{ismalleKclass sizcs make a diffefeWr.e. fTri my home state 

of Tennessee, the STAR study showed that reducing class size in grades kindergarten 
through 3rd grade led to significantly higher test scores on basic skills in all four years. 
The benefits of smaller classes were greatest for poor, minority, and inner city children. 
And these students continued to do better academically even after they returned to 
regular-size classrooms after the 3rd grade. 



because we have learned from experiences such as those in California, our initiative 
would invest in the training and preparation of teachers hired for these positions. 


.Congre^h TsTbldbkeaThigfiari 1 Republican budgets in both the House and Senate fail to 
provide funds for class size reduction. The President’s proposal has been introduced by 
Senator Murray with almost 20 cosponsors. And even though Congress has turned back a 
sensible tobacco bill (from which funds would have been used to reduce class size) the 
President and I are committed to reducing class size and we are working with Senator 
Murray to find other ways to pay for this initiative. 


ChM 


_ . ... k "America really needs quality school-to-work programs and to help students who 

right out of school. I've heard there are threats to federal support 

for these programs. What can you tell us about their future? 

w ctT nno ]y sunnorf school-to-w ork partnerships that bring together businesses, colleges, 
our young people reach high standards and prepare for success in 
their careers. The President proposed the creation of this innovative initiative in 1993, 
which is now funding partnerships in 42 states. 

a c wrp onte.r this economy, it is essen tial that all of ourjonng people have ski lls 
■nwAvA tn Qiirceed in their careers . I can’t imagine why there are some m Congress who 

want to slash this initiative. 

Y-t j nct icct week the appro p riations bill approved in a House subcommittee cut $1 00 
million from the President’s request for school-to-work. And as Congress continues wor 
on its workforce development bill, we’re going to work hard to ensure that the final bill 
nermits school-to-work activities such as partnerships between employers and schools, 
work experience for students linked to their academic subjects, and mentors m the 

workplace for students 


, "Fnr all families - and single-parent families in particular - the availability of 

111 is a maior concern: Is mere hope for federal help in this arear 

v« Tin Prr-jrl -- -"d ' sre committed to helping patents across this nation pet acce ss, 
r. utter-school orograms. That’s why we have proposed $1 billion over five 

^li^hthe “21st century community learning centers” program to help .up to. 
nToiTon children every year get access to quality after-school programs. In fact, 

• 3 i, „ po (June 17th) President Clinton announced $40 million in grants to 

programs. And our proposals have already begun to 

fevera« private divestment in after-school programs, including a remarkable $55 
million in funding from the Mott Foundation over the next five years. 

„ I believe after-school programs are critical for several reasons. They can: 

Hein balance work and family , providing a safe, learning environment for 

^jbMienlietween"the time the school bells and factory bells rmg. Over 28 milli 

children have parents who work outside the home. 

T _ 1 -d oofk> The most common time for juvenile crime is between 2 and 8pm, with 
• S^iiiber of offenses committed in the hours immediately after students leave 

school. 

Fnhance c tnHpnt learning . Good after-school programs can offer extra tutoring, _ 
homework help, academic enrichment, and learning through technology or the arts, 
rhirapo has linked this to their efforts to raise standards, providing after-school and 
SLer help to help students meet the school district’s tougher new academic standards 

for students. 

T rr nr , fh. investment alrea dy made in public school building s. We have an 
^^l^^estment in public school buildings in commutes across the na . 
ZIZ too many close at 3pm, going idle in those critical after-school horns. 

Indeed, 70% of all public elementary and elementary /middle schools do not off 
before or after-school programs. 

K Des pite thi* grea * ru>.<\ fnr after-schoojjm^ 
thp President’s requ est for this fiscal yea r. 


12) Environmentally safe schools. "A lot of schools in America are having 

environmental problems, from asbestos removal to air and water quality. How 
can the federal government pitch in to make our schools environmentally safe for 
all kids?" 

► Our proposal to support $22 billion in tax-free school modernization bonds can help 
thousands of schools become more environmentally safe and sound. We must make 
sure that our children go to school in a safe, healthy, modern learning environment, 
and our initiative can help. 


1 3) Distance learning. "I know that the federal government provides funding for 

distance learning. How can we ensure the guality of distance learning, so that 
students are taught by experienced, full-time faculty, and not by part-timers 
whose expertise may be lacking." 


Our support, for distance learning in higher education can help people who otherwise 
might not have ha d acc ess to a higher education . The Administration is promoting 
distance learning in higher education primarily for the adult learner that finds it 
difficult to attend traditional classes because of the competing demands of work and 
family. Allowing people to learn at a time and place that is convenient for them will 
allow more Americans to acquire new skills. But in no way do we think that distance 
learning will eliminate campus-based instruction. 

L am committed to exploring the us e of distance learning in a responsible wav, keeping 
a . close eye on quality, accountabilit y , and standards . I take the quality issue you have 
raised very seriously. That’s why we limited our proposal in the Higher Education Act 
to expand student aid for distance learning to accredited, degree-granting institutions. 
And that’s why we have proposed that accrediting agencies develop specific quality 
standards for distance learning, such as student outcomes, and academic and student 
support services. 

The use. of distance learning in higher education offers exciting new possibilities for 
learning. But no one will be served well if the first institutions providing these 
services offer low quality education. I am committed to working with you and others 
to move forward this innovation in an aggressive, but very responsible, way to broaden 
access to a quality education. 
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ok. I am fine on this. The only thing that comes to mind is whether you need an insert that 
describes why the surplus is needed for Medicare (i.e., every independent analyst confirms that the 
Medicare Trust Fund cannot be extended for any length of time WITHOUT additional outside 
revenues UNLESS excessive provider and beneficiary cuts are assumed.). [Perhaps Sarah can 
suggest some language OR you can look at our past stuff on this ? 1 If you decide to add something, 
please give me a heads up. Thanks. 



cj 



'JUt 




l^-f“ ky€ 


- '*? 





CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 


[ 001 ] 



Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet 

Clinton Library 


DOCUMENT NO. 
AND TYPE 

SUBJECT/TITLE 

i DATE 

RESTRICTION 

00 1 . draft 

Remarks on Long-Term Care Tax Credit. (10 pages) 

02/18/1999 

P5 

002. draft 

Remarks for the New Hampshire Democratic Party Dinner. (18 pages) 

02/17/1999 

P5 

003. email 

Ron Klain to Michael Waldman at 4:03pm. Subject: POTUS LT Care 
Remarks. (1 page) 

02/17/1999 

P5 

004. email 

Sarah Bianchi to Jeff Shesol at 4:39pm. Subject: VP First rest coming. 
(1 page) 

02/17/1999 

P5 


COLLECTION: 

Clinton Presidential Records ' 
Speechwriting 



vzl292 


Presidential Records. Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)] 


RESTRICTION CODES 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 


PI National Security Classified Information [(a)(1) of the PRAj 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRAJ 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA] 

P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 
financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA] 

P5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 
and his advisors, or between such advisors |a)(5) of the PRA] 

P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 
personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request. 


b(l) National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 
an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA) 

b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 
information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 
personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 
purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 

b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 
financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 
concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 








THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 


Final 02/17/98 8:30pm yyi-hu iypmio.-oo 

JeffShesol 


PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
REMARKS ON LONG-TERM CARE TAX CREDIT 
DOVER, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

February 18, 1999 



— <9jC, ~ e Mjy^ 


— VJluu./w*\ hoc 


Bo. 


Acknowledgments: Gov. Shaheen ; Beth Dixon ; 



THE PRESIDENT HAS 


/ / 

Karen Goddard ; David Robar ; other 

pgjjgHg CvVrt-ifTlH^ 

T>OfA \i4k>0 ( l Acv^U j Ud A^noV Pc-U.£T<£/^ pe-U^Tn^ 


ItfAtAO — 
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I want to thank the Governor for her remarks, and I 


especially want to thank her for all she’s doing to improve 
the quality and availability of health care here in New 
Hampshire. I think her proposals are good ones. And I 
think they will go a long way toward helping the people 
of New Hampshire meet the challenges of health care in 


the 21st Century. 


THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 

Today, our panelists will discuss a number of these 
challenges: from the rights of patients to the concerns of 
small businesses providing coverage; and from the health 
care needs of children to those of the elderly and people 
with disabilities. My administration has been working for 
six years now to make progress in these areas; and my 
latest balanced budget renews that commitment. 



the new century: the aging of America. As the Baby 
Boom becomes the Senior Boom, long-term care will 
become a growing need. So it is more important than 
ever, that we help families provide that essential kind of 
care for their loved ones. 



THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 

<2-i8- c i o I 

In my balanced budget, I have proposed and paid for a 
long-term care tax credit of $1,000 to help families do 
exactly that. 

I will say more about that proposal in a moment. But 
first, let me paint the larger picture, and say that a long- 
term care tax cut is exactly the kind of tax cut we should 
be making. As you know, we are engaged in a great 
national debate right now about how to use the budget 
surplus. N ow, w e-^n-ufhagroe^ should hav e 

tax cutsy ^But there arc two rery different ways we can-go 
f foont it FW , th e m i s the -fd d wav — faile d and fuh-of 
Ttsl^— t hat som e- Republicans aic t i ding t o r esurre ct. 
They" are sayingf--splurgeJjoday 7 s ave tomorro w. 


■ SS-t 

W &uJl*j&k VflVt ->> t.*4- ^A^r •- , • ■> •■u': 


^f 510 , 
(Si^kkVi^ 

Tfiftt’s nntthft-a 


Y 



t Gorcaird I - » .,.,,,, 

Our approach says invest today, save for 
X ^_ Lv (Kuv 4 '^vtru -, 
tomorrowT-OurJcind-of tax cul doesn't deslioyTfllrtjscal 


hisd plirte, bul pre serves it. Oui kind uf tax cut is not 
indiscriminate, but is, ins t ead, targeted to meet peop le s 
real n ee ds for th p A hove all our k ind of tax -cut 

allows us to meet ou r responsibility 10 fulm e-generations - 
- an d t o invest llic lion's shanrof the surplus in sa - vm g 
.geeiafSeetffit y and Mcdicare -fe s t the president has seen 
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v ^ \u&suD c\ 

"As I have saitfriir thc futu r e, in the 2tst G entoy, 


LUi^xULk) IS^ Gl(v^ 3^ c^ru\ 

America will br a n aging naliom- «^ad^s the ranks of the 


elderly grow, so do the numbers of vulnerable Americans 
who c annot f c \ru ~ foi th e mselv e s . Already, millions of 
households are caring for elderly relatives and neighbors 
and people with disabilities. It is the cycle of life. Our 
parents worked and saved and sacrificed for us in our 
youth; adult children are working and saving and 
sacrificing for their parents in old age. 
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THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 

3 ''Ml 

Providing long-term care at home is, more and more 
often, a common choice, but it is rarely an easy one. We 
heard about these challenges at the Family Conference the 
Vice Presidelfed in Nashville last summer; and he is 
now helping to lead our efforts by holding a series of 
forums across the nation. We have seen that out-of- 
pocket expenses can be high, since long-term care is 
rarely covered by private insurance or Medicare. 

Moreover, caregivers who hold jobs outside the home - 

and that is a vast majority -may have to take unpaid 

leave or work fewer hours to fulfill all their 

responsibilities. 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 
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We have taken steps to ease the burdens on these 
families in a number of ways: by strengthening Medicare, 
by extending the trust fund, by promoting prevention and 
cracking down on fraud and abuse. But the aging of 
America in the 21st Century will require more of us. The 
long-term care tax cut I proposed last month would help 
to meet the needs of individual families, empowering 
them to do what is best, showing them how very much we 
value the work they do. And it is only one part of our 
comprehensive long-term care initiative: I have also 
proposed a national Caregiver Support Program, as well 
as new steps to help Medicaid pay for home- and 
community-based care. 


THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 

J-'S-I'I 

Caregiving is a vital and sacred compact among 

generations - and one we should recognize and reward as 
a nation. 

There is more we must do to improve health care in 
America. We should join together across party lines to 
pass a strong, enforceable Patients’ Bill of Rights - as 
well as the landmark legislation proposed by Senators 
Jeffords, Kennedy, Roth, and Moynihan to allow people 
with disabilities to keep their health insurance when they 

go to work. Congress should als0 -^™^ n t0 hdp 
small businesses insure their employees, since it is the 
smallest companies that often face the greatest difficulty 

in providing coverage. CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 
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And we must keep working until our uninsured kids have 
the coverage they need and deserve. In 1997, we passed 
the largest investment in children’s health in a generation, 
helping extend coverage to up to 5 million children, and 
now, in states across the country, Governors like Jeanne 
Shaheen are working to find and enroll every single 
eligible child. In this way, we are all working together to 
build a stronger and healthier America for the 2 1 st 
Century. 

I know our panelists have some important 
perspectives to share. I am looking forward to starting 

that discussion. 


[The President asks the panelists a question TK .] 
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Gaeten DiGangi [Di-GAN-jee], Treasurer; Sophia 

Collier , Finance Chair; Anita Freedman and Sen. Rick 
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Qjro 8w4>JlU/s 

When I first started coming to this state in the fall of 


1991, people laughed when I said that New Hampshire 
reminded me a lot of home. — 




v n^rnn/^tv! t TTrn A TV TiTI^Tf' r 

1 LLI. > ? 11 ! ■- 



-fbrtheHfeture* 


In town squares and town meetings, in restaurants 

K 4"UjU 

and living rooms all across this state, yotrtow-u& tev 

jumrr r r "tni rrrrlinr t o f i n n il t hi s in t hp fnpa-trf -tayom 

"W^tBSJW^boA ^ Kx KtJMv 

and cutbacks and foreclosures, in mciacc-of^e e es sion 

«N 



THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 

gi-iB-W 


I met people whose business loans had been canceled, 
even though they had never missed a payment in their 
lives. I met people who had to go on welfare just to 
keep a roof over their children’s heads. ^Middle class 
people who never thought they would be unemployed. 


I met people like Ron and RhondaLee Machos, who 
couldn’t get health insurance for their famjly^^even 
rh RhondaLee was pregaahf with their second child 


— because 


had had open heart surgery. I’ve 


kept ihtouch with the Machos^s over the years. And 
earlier today, I had a chance to see thenf-apd their two 


beautiful sons. 


THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 

I’d like to share a letter Ron wrote to me not so long 
ago: “Little Ronnie is doing exceptionally well. There 
have been no problems with his heart and it is looking 
like he will need no further surgery ... He scored two 
goals and got one assist in his last hockey game ... 
[Younger son] Tristan is seven this year ... [And] more 
startling news! RhondaLee is pregnant with our third 
child . . . One thing we will experience for the first time 


is -- health insurance aid pregnancy.” 

Bufback4ft^92, it seemed as thoimjif^o matter how 

hard you worked, the Amertean^5ream was moving 
further and further frpflfreach. New mmpshire was 
eager for candidates with new ideas to get our econ&i 
going again, to put our people first 


4 
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v THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 

VNLoS<^\ — - 3 - 18-91 


And seven years ago today, you -- the Democrats of 
New Hampshire ~ gave me the chance to become 
President of the United States^ On that day, I pledged 
“nothing less than every ounce of my fiber and being . . . 
to give this country the government and the future it 


deserves.” ^ 

rvvjuJMp VK&k 'Sjj* 




like 


«l Uvq^(^vV1\u Up^Cxux. — 

Vs^xWot — 1 


- TUi^Wji^iu 

, tvyvtaoAvs&ju^ 

Over the past seven years, I have thought often of 
the people I met up here — and people like you all over 


America whose quiet courage and determination 
inspired me then and inspire me now to keep fighting for 
a better America. 
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What a remarkable journey we have taken together. 


WhaHf 


•have-wer ke d- tog efeer4o 

v < * 

*(X 

What a difference ideas^have made. 


New 

Hampshire’s unemployment rate was 7.3 percent. 
Today, it is 2.9 percent - one of the lowest in the 
nation. 

■fe4 9 9 r. N e w ILmipslme lia d lost 3,600 jubs~urthe 

Ajjuux^ 

- pr e v i ous year. —Since I took-offi ee, New Hampshire has 



created 77,500 new 







t he president has seen 
^ in New Hampshii 


Fuet&^rtxufTmt sueiStfli ofbanlcS~to come .1 


1>^5a.A 


In 1992, business failures in New Hampshire tel 


increas^ 44 percent every year. Since I took office, 
business failures have dropped by nearly 70 percent. 


In 1992, the New Hampshire welfare rolls were the 


among the fastest growing in the country, 
cut half . 

\ LslQ_Uv 

INW ^I^^VsLL^ VOiJ^ 1 (q Qfc 

New Hampshire is working again. America is 
working again. _ 


^ c . 
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l 

Yesterday I marked another anniversary, it was 
exactly six years ago that I issued my plan for economic 
recovery. On that day in 1993, the deficit was $290 
billion. Today, we have a balanced budget, we are 
building a record surplus of $79 billion - the second in a 
row - and America is enjoying the longest peacetime 
expansion in American history . We have the lowest 
peacetime unemployment since 1957. . . wages rising at 
more than twice the rate of inflation. . . and the highest 
homeownership in history. Our welfare rolls are the 
lowest in a generation; and crime has dropped six years 


in a row. 



Vo 


THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 
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Now, let me add a completely factual, 
p n faitiDl Towt purely historical Inote: No American has 

>s^sswcfe>ftw.V Ttsy?VASta.s.3sK iwttMfcki t 

■ gprff to do-Wh creartn&the prosperity we see here and 
across the country than ... Vice President A1 Gore. You 
may have seen him around here recently. Back in 1993, 
it was the Vice President who cast the decisive vote in 
the Senate for our economic plan. And ever since, he 
has worked to reinvent and stre amline our government 

lj 1 u 1 ^ - nr< 1 

for the 21st Century, leading our efforts to prepare 
Americans to succeed in a knowledge-based, high-tech 


economy. Just two weeks ago he was in Marlow to visit 
the P.C. Connection, a mail-order computer company 


that started in an old mill and now has 1,000 workers. 
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Rarely has America had such abundance, such 
confidence, such strength as we do today to meet the 

, isuVvcftmwA-fo 
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set aside what we need to savetSocial Stcun ^l^ M ^ 
Medicare sad help people save for retirement 





office. 
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<• — OurpIanlvoulHlnvesrtKFsurplu^ ~ 

^eip^latrwould squander llie surplus for ludayr-ear 
plaa- woold rewar d-savings — then plan would reward 
^nncimption. Ourj laiOs -focuc c d on t he middle rlass. 



^ iefe 4 s _ eee ^aere-way diatom plan will strengthen 

-V ' 

oumatio n. WMc - sa ying^oem^ecnriQ^ 


^^Hgtherong-M^ w* 11 pay-dewn the debt. We 

can pay off the entire debt accumulated by previous 
administrations in the 12 years before I took office. And 
by 2017, we will eliminate the national debt altogether. 


THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 


America has a lot more to do. 


Together, we can strengthen our schools - finishing 
the job of hiring 100,000 teachers. Modernizing and 

jsvNa*aivC'.tA tufetuCr* 

rebuilding 5000 schools/* And bringing a revolution of 
accountability and reform to our schools - insisting that 


all schools who receive federal assistance end the 

U-SUWi*: 

destructive practice of social promotion, ensure that 


teachers teach to high standards, and either turn around 


failing schools or shut them down. 


Together, we can do more to improve Americans’ 
access to the best health care in world. Three years ago, 
we passed the Kennedy-Kassebaum law so that no family 
will have to endure what the Machos’ family did seven 
years ago. The law now ensures you can keep your 
health insurance when you change jobs, and prohibits 
companies from denying coverage because of a pre- 
existing condition. It was a bipartisan achievement. 

Now we must work across party lines to finish the 
job of health insurance reform and to pass a tough, 
enforceable Patients’ Bill of Rights. I know that Gov. 

Shaheen is working to pass New Hampshire’s own HMO 

Accountability Act, and I wish you well in this effort. 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOF 
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We should also act in a bipartisan way to pass the 
Kennedy-Jeffords bill, ensuring that people with 
disabilities can keep their Medicaid insurance when they 

"TfeWi- — - 

go to work\ No American should have to choose 
between keeping their health care and taking a job. 


Together, we can do more to extend our prosperity 
to every American in every community. We should 
raise the minimum wage. We should pass my New 
Markets Initiative to spark $15 billion in private sector 

investment in inner cities and isolated rural communities. 

akjl^ 


Seven years today, I pledged that my presidency 
would be about expanding opportunity, increasing 
responsibility, and rebuilding a sense of American 
community. I said that “we can no longer have a 
country where I worry about me, you worry about you, 
they worry about them. . . We’ve got to be one country 
again, going up or down together again.” That is what 
this presidency has been about; that will remain what 
this presidency is about. Let us make the time ahead -- 
the final days of this century and the first days of the 
next -- a season of renewal. Let us gather our strength, 
prepare for the challenges we face together, and seize 
the opportunities of the 21st Century. 


Record Type: Record 

To:. Michael Waldman/WHO/EOP, Jeffrey A. Shesol/WHO/EOP 
Subject: POTUS LT Care Remarks - NH 


. w +h „ \/p in the POTUS remarks, even at 
Given that this is in NH, I'd plead for a little extra push 

this official event. 


Specifically, I have two ideas: 


. . t pc v Taxes would it be terrible if 

, . on the first page, in the sound bite paragraph about SS v. Taxes, 

(in NH), POTUS said: 

"That's no, the approaoh tha, Vioe President Gore and I have proposed. Our 
approach says INVEST ^ ^ 0ur kind of tax ou, is one that doesn't destroy our 

fiscal discipline, but 

preserves it...." and so on. 

2 . on the second page, when you talk about the specifics of LT care, some mention of the 
LT “''vPisTeadtg on the President's behalf, and some note about how the work of the family 
conference has , will ask Sara h Bianchi ,0 e-mail you one or two lines. 


| wouldn't ask, save for the venue. Thanks 



I f = Sarah A. Bianchi @ OVP 

P" * KKno ' 02/17/99 04:3.9:41 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Jeffrey A. Shesol/WHO/EOP 

cc: 

Subject: VP first rest coming 

Here you go: and extra points if you can make even a clearer connecting between family 
conference and the initiative. 


The impact this issue has on our nation's families and the need to address it came up again and 
again at the Family Conference the Vice President hosted on families and health in Nashville last 
summer. And I have asked the Vice President to lead our efforts to raise awareness about this 
critical issue by hosting a series forums around the nation.... 
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i This new^year, 1999, is just about my twentieth year of work on the welfare issue. As 
JZ l governor, I used to invite former welfare recipients to panel discussions, to talk to me and other 
governors about the difference that work — something as basic as a full-time job — had made in 
their lives. We had to take their word for it, back then, because there were not many success 
stories of the transition from welfare to work. Welfare, as it existed then, seemed to promote 
dependence rather than independence. It seemed, to many Americans, to reward the wrong 
attitude while punishing the right one. 


mJtml 
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In the past six years we have done much to change all that. When I became President, I 
worked with 43 states, freeing them from federal strictures, enabling them to create new, 
innovative programs that move Americans from welfare to work; and, in 1996, 1 signed the 
landmark bipartisan welfare reform law, ending the old system as we knew it. I said then that 
“our nation’s answer to the problems of poverty will no longer be a never-ending cycle of 
welfare; it will be the dignity, the power, and the ethic of work.” 

h 0-v-e<5^ £Tfn_r 

Today, already, even our greatest hopes are being surpassed. Welfare rolls arelhe ^ 
smallest in 30 years, down by 44 percent since I took office. More single parents are joining the 
workforce. And overall, just in the past year, 1 .5 million who were on welfare in 1997 were 
working in 1998. 

The welfare system is no longer holding people back; it is helping them move ahead. 
Welfare reform alone could not achieve that. That is why have continued to support health care 
and child care for low-income families. And we have doubled the Earned Income Tax Credit, a 
targeted tax cut that is especially generous to low-income working families. For a family of four 
with an annual income of less than $30,000, that tax cut is worth about $1,000. 


X 'xTigXm 


I have said that if we are going to require able-bodied people to take jobs, we have to 
make sure as a nation that there are jobs for them, to take. In our strong and growing economy, 



Smaller caseloads and bigger paychecks are important signs of progress. But they are not 
the only ones. The sense of pride, the sense of security of newly working Americans - these are 
the best measures of our success. As more Americans gain the confidence that a full-time job 
can bring, we gain confidence that our new strategy is working and strengthen our determination 
to do more. 




We know what works. We know how to turn long-term welfare recipients into full- 
time workers. Now, as we move into the 21st Century, we must ensure that even more 
Americans move from welfare to work. In my State of the Union Address last week, I said 
we can help another 200,000 Americans move from welfare to work. To achieve that goal, I 
propose that we renew the successful Welfare-to-Work program, which is set to expire in 
the year 2000. My balanced budget includes $1 billion to help states amficomm unities ^ 
build upon their record of success, ft 'little more than half of those flint^w5^ften^,fo^ 

ajnnihpr ypar , fhp lav rrprliR thathplp piorp pmplnyprv hirp ae f ft p p^plp ntf wplfarp " 

I am also announcing that my budget dedicates $150 million to low-income fathers who 
fulfill their duty to work, to pay child support, and to become part of their children’s lives again. 
Every father has that responsibility^'hjTchildren and the mother of his children. And-fi-all — 9 — 
father s- paid - the s up port they should. TTK1 million wffl aoa-wmrttfigo off the welfaierofe — ^ 
i mun c diah^ r^ut some fathers haveTHfficulty getting a job, and that is why many states are. 
x^-uising some of their Welfare-to-work funds to help committed fathers of children on welfare 


fathers who sign personal responsibility contracts — to get jobs. My balanced budget will help 
ensure every state can support fathers who support their families. 

There is more we must do. Welfare recipients who remain on the rolls, in many cases, 
face the greatest challenges to entering the workforce. We know that if you can’t get to work, 
you can’t go to work. Two-thirds of new jobs are in the suburbs, but three-quarters of welfare 
recipients live in cities or rural areas. That is why my balanced budget will double funding to get 
workers to the workplace. I am also announcing a 50 percent increase in housing vouchers - to 
help families find affordable homes, avoid those difficult commutes, and to get them closer to a 
new job and a better, brighter future. 


Thanks to the efforts of companies like Fleet, officials like Governor Carnahan, and 
working Americans like [TK], more families are enjoying that kind of future. Across our nation, 
governors and mayors and counties are joining with the private sector to develop new ways to 
move people from welfare to work. We do not have all the answers here in Washington. But 
there is at least one thing we can do - and that is to renew an investment that is expanding 
opportunity and rewarding responsibility for millions of Americans. I urge the Congress to do 
exactly that. In that way, we can continue to make good on what I called, two years ago, “a . 
historic chance to make welfare what it was meant to be: a second chance, not a way of life.” We 
can go farther toward fulfilling our nation’s basic bargain - to reward the hard work of our 
citizens, and to give them the tools to succeed in changing and exciting times. Thank you. 
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^ Michael Waldman 

01/13/99 09:26:52 AM 

Record Type: Record 


To: Jeffrey A. Shesol/WHO/EOP 

cc: 

Subject: Re: draft COPS II remarks - 1/12 8:45pm gj 

Jeff -- a coupla things - 1 

You can't be as un-nuanced as to say there are many reasons but really one-one reason, cops. 
Clinton won't do that. (It's not true.) You need to place the role of increased ##s of cops -- which 
is substantial -- in a more plausible context. DOJ's own study shows, in fact, that the main 
reasons are a) the burning out of the crack epidemic and b) anti-gun policies. Or something. So 
something like: "There are many reasons. Stronger efforts to take guns off the streets. Stricter 
penalties. The sheer burning out of the crack epidemic, as the human toll of that awful drug scares 
younger people away, [true] And perhaps most important for the peace of mind of our people, the 
substantial and undeniable increase in the presence of police on our streets. When I was running 
for President, I used to point out that [x] years ago, the ratio of police to crimes was [x] and was 
now [x]. Now, it's [y]." or whatever. 

Basically, Clinton is less tolerant of cant on this issue than on almost any other. (Now that Rahm's 
gone.) 

That being said, you don't hype your "Criminals have the best technology" stuff quite emphatically 
enough. Do it as a declarative sentence. "Today, drugrunners communicate by cellphones and 
pagers ... scam artists work the internet ... and xx does xx. Criminals use the best technology. 
Police should too." Or something. 


Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet 

Clinton Library 

DOCUMENT NO. SUBJECT/TITLE DATE RESTRICTION 

AND TYPE 


001. draft Remarks to the Economic Club of Detroit, [with Clinton edits] (27 01/08/1999 P5 

pages) 




> 


COLLECTION; 

Clinton Presidential Records 

Speechwriting 

Jeff Shesol 

OA/Box Number: 19944 


CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 


FOLDER TITLE: 

Detroit Economic Club 1/8/99: Econ. Club of Detroit-Drafts-Press 1/8/99 [1] 


Van Zbinden 
2006-0467-F 
vzl294 


Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)] 


RESTRICTION CODES 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 


PI National Security Classified Information ((a)(1) of the PRA] 

P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA] 

P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA] 

P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 
financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA] 

P5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 
and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(5) of the PRA] 

P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 
personal privacy 1(a)(6) of the PRA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request. 


b(l) National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOLA| 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 
an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIAj 

b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 
information [(b)(4) of the FOLA] 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 
personal privacy ((b)(6) of the FOIA] 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 
purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 

b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 
financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 
concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 



Revised Final 01/08/99 7:30am 
Waldman/Shesol 

/-a 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
REMARKS TO 

THE ECONOMIC CLUB OF DETROIT 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 
January 8, 1999 



I -& ~ff / ■fc’HJ- 

Acknowledgments: Mayor Dennis Archer ; WtNte 

Hailing . President, Economic Club of Detroit; former 

Gov. & former Ambassador Jim Blanchard ; Reps. John 

y s ■ / 

Dingell (& Mrs. Debbie Dinged), John Conyers (& son 

y s. / 

John Conyers III), David Bonior . Sander Levin . James 

^ / / 

Barcia, Bart Stupak (& Mrs. Laurie Stupak); Carolyn 

/ 

Cheeks Kilpatrick , Debbie Stabenow / ^ "Lveou^R 


It’s a pleasure to be back here in Detroit. I want to 
thank Mayor Archer in advance, if I may, for hosting a 
National Town Meeting here in May, when citizens and 
leaders from across the country will meet to discuss 
ways to protect the environment while growing our 


economy. 


1 


It was here in Detroit, in our industrial heartland, 
that workers and managers built the great economic 
engine of this American Century -- and generated the 
great American middle class. Today I want to talk to 
you about what we are doing - and must continue to do - 
- to build the economic engine of the 



, the 21st Century, 



-middl^fes^^^^^^ahenHimn. 


fTTO&Here in Detroit, nearly a century ago, 


Henry Ford set in motion that very first assembly line - 
building not only the Model T but a new model for doing 
business. He said he was looking for leaders and 
thinkers and workers with “an infinite capacity to not 


know what can’t be done.” 



2 


People like that came together in Detroit, and across 
America, forging the transition from farm to factory. 
Detroit led the way -- and America led the world. 

Detroit still leads the way. \ America continues to 
lead the world. Indeed, we gather today at a time of 
American economic renaissance. Our budget is 
balanced, for the first time in a generation, and we are 
now entering the second year of an era of surpluses. 
This week, I announced that our economists project we 
will close out the year 1999 — and the 20th Century — 
with a surplus of no less than $76 billion. Like this 
year’s, it will be the largest in the history of the United 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 
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And today, we received more evidence that our 
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economic strategy is working: [fpemp. numbers TK], 
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our peacetime 




economic expansion is the longest in history. And It, 

OjvxljoW ** %bg rC 7^/t~^ ^o,0.K 

-4s^M %re nt thar ^^^p^st expansions. aa^jie 

^iaMmg n is inclusive, not exclusive 

(\\h ( i^VMh Um-XiLV^Vj ,£A XLasi^ h^>iv\. HJU&n/oOV 

^ ! 

C*^A c^AvHa ■' 

This time, a rising tide truly does lift all boats. 
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Th e longer this exp a nsion -goesrdhenTIore"^^ 


readrunrtuiii^ and -giverheir workersmew 


skills 
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- to August 1992, I said we had a 

choice to make: “to create a high-growth, smart-work, 
high- wage economy, or . . . to continue to drift into a 
low-growth, hard-work, low- wage future.” 


5 


In August 199 ill^~® employment rate for the 
Detroit area was 8.8 percent, and the same in the state as 
a whole. In August 1992, Michigan had lost more than 
60,000 jobs in the previous two years. In August 1992, 
businesses were folding; residents were losing jobs and 
hope; crime and poverty were hitting record levels. 

The new world of high technology^ greater global 
competition, threatened to bypass the heartland. Foreign 
competitors described America as just another great 
power in a state of inevitable, irreversible decline. On 
our own bestseller lists was a book that asked the 
question: “America, what went wrong? 



“there is nothing wrong with America that can t be cured 
by what is right with America. ” 


today, wejask 


; “America, what went 


right?” 
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The answer is a lot of things — in fact, most things - 
- are going right for America. Our real recovery began 
when we returned to a principle as old as our republic: 
“We the people.” Threughout^u^ 
critical juH etufesy-Amerieans have seized: 

^_Q^0-jjg5^y^=-^inpow5riiig _ tiiemselv cs , taking-die 

rt \\ "dY&E'r,, -f t . AX' \ Cj&'WoXu.-fex cl SXA tov'O '-4 .A. - 

-fnwW ve-tt) ma ke~change. The tesult, since~1993 , has 
qjeejrthetoreation ot a new economy - with-more-than 


0*0^0 V N v \ # - 

-ftTT-mfflie n new job -, - ne a rl^6Q9^ee^ghrirere in 

Michigmi^wagesHasisg-at-twiee-merrate-trfTnflteons 
(5\ <j !OWU^^O>U. Vo vwtox. Crx teW. 
t he highek -bome-ffwnership ever, and -anempteyment 

f^M iKS'o'Tl^ ^ 
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And closer to home for many of you, we learned 

’r* ^ 

this week what a remarkable year 1998§was for U.S. 

•T) 

automakers: 15.5 million cars and light trucks sold last 
year, the most in 12 years. Ford had its best year since 
1978, and sales of the former Chrysler Corporation 
brands hit a record high: 2.5 million vehicles. 

GM ended the year on a strong note, with great 
\ momentum for 1999. 




fcast-May'at the EcMmrric^einbryouiism^'about-our 
economic strategy from Vice President Guie, who-has 
ptayed-s uch a v k ahxfeTilese^iX'y^^ it a 

sueeess, CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 

We said in 1992 and we have said many times since: 

No nation can resist the strong currents of economic 

SPkjLiir 

change. NomahOT-ean sterrrthose^ 

ULiv tUSAA. 

no nation should #m&Ly leave its people to sink or swim. 
Instead, we determined to channel the currents of 
change, en^gi^m^^^rarld, ridmg-those tides to 
greater heights. 

To make this happen we needed a different kind of 
government — progressive and creative, flexible and 
attuned to the information age. And smaller. 



f 

In fact, today we have the smallest government since 
John Glenn first orbited the Earth. \We=atesaMted to 



regulator 


seetorto 


--rneet-0nrrrat^ 

ptn, '^O.kAA^v 

do=$o.\ Under the Vice President’s leadership we have 
cut, more than 16,000 pages of federal 

regulations, «d streamlined or simplified. 31,000 more^ 

. v Uq 

in wrttmg^nyfumre 




^^s4H-work with those who bear the burden 



as well as those who receive the benefit^ 

^ ^ ^ 

^ o^Vuxx vVxi- «rw. 

a^^^edflhis way^Mtud aagjthe “Third Way.” 



^nown-as-^ New 
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"Egia^t^pwtssiapby has modernized progressive 


political parties and brought them to power all through 
the industrial world. ,1 


p _ ^ . , 


PG> 


oMiv^errra new American consensus -- making the 

“vital center” once again a source of energy and action. 

(Ixf/Jr . 

is the only way for an advanced industrial nation to 

thrive in the new global economy. 

Our new economic strategy was rooted, first, in 
fiscal discipline. In an era of worldwide capital markets, 
no nation purchase prosperity "©Mhe. 

^ap by running big deficits. We cut the deficit; we 
balanced the budget^ 

h^^ ^ j ^^^ iiu d - o £ ^^e sent interest rates down - 

- helping more young people to buy homes, helping 

more entrepreneurs to start businesses. 
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We also freed up more than $1 trillion in capital for 
private-sector investment. Unlike past expansions, 
where government bought more and spent more to drive 


the economy, during this expansion government 
spending as a share of the economy has actually 

'LA 




^ greatest private-sector investment in decades. 


The second part of our strategy has been to invest in 
our people. In 1992 

deficits— setejsst- the budget gap teat alse-an mvestment 
‘"^^gS?economy places ever greater demands ■ 


on skills . 
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Even as we have balanced the budget, we have 
nearly doubled our annual investment in education and 

training. 

Even as we closed the budget gap, we have 
expanded the Earned Income Tax Credit for 15 million 

low-income working families, giving them hope and 

2 ... 

helping liftythem out of poverty. 

Even as we cut government spending, we have 
raised investments in our welfare-to-work jobs initiative 
and invested $24 billion in our children s health 


initiative. 


Third, building a new American economy has meant 
making the world economy work for us. Until last year, 
fully one third of the strong economic growth America 
enjoyed in the 1990s came from trade. For every 
country engaged in trade, for every market open to our 
exports, the base of customers for American goods and 
services expands dramatically. That is why it matters to 
all Americans that we have negotiated 270 trade 
agreements during the past 6 years. [In 1995, we signed 
an auto trade agreement with Japan. We have made 
some progress since then. But with Japan’s economy 
under duress, we will never make the kind of progress 
we intended to make, and the progress that you know we 


should make.] 


[And that is why we have pressed the Japanese 
government to take the steps necessary to stimulate and 
open their economy and reform their banking system.] 

We have created a truly new, global, high-tech 
economy. Today, more than 7 million Americans work 
in technology-related industries, earning two thirds more 
than average workers. Technology has not just built the 
computer industry but has transformed existing 
industries! high-tech research and development are 
remaking real estate, construction, and, as I have seen 
today, transportation^ I^ea ^~thmk th ^re-wasmothmg T 
would^fier-driYe-^ , but Tmight 

“T^consideTafter what I saw this morning atTte~Aut5 


.^-Show. 
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Bufr-eom mon -sensc, experience, and the exaniple^oh-Qur 

\\xk ^ Isd^nN- 1 ^ o -hu (^ l t W VM 1U\. 

-eempetitora^roadAo w us the pe rik-ol-festeg-ofl-ew 

OWr b\ . ' 

O^Sj 1 ^ (oo&U^UiXA \VN KM^V— ' 


laure ls.. 

(f\\V>v£LmA u< 

aPfhi S=S3©ni^£=ofe§£ 

fe^ke challenges of the 21st Century. 

Cu.(U-^ ^ mxuct (jyuAA 






First, in the next year and beyond, we must 


* maintain our hard-won fiscal disciplined^ 


r- that 


no tax cuts, and no spending programs, no matter 


how attractive, that would put our prosperity at risk. 






opportunity to address the challenge of an aging nation. 
Soon the number of elderly Americans will double, a 
seismic demographic shift with great consequences for 
our nation. I am glad the Congress set aside the surplus 


until we saved Social Security - now, it’s time to 



actually do it, 


\ \V \ =» 

-ggg&iy ^ < We§if ^Mdso r honor the great legacy of Rep. 


"3 


Dingell’s father^ wdio^^dughbfor-Afedicarc for strmany 
fe s ^y^re ngttom ^ and -s e eumg-tha 


iigwsft 


the^new!S®rry . 

' 

■S^aend . we must do more to invest in our people. 
-Today the income gap is above all a skills gap. 
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UULt-f 


In my upcoming State of the Union Address, I will 

^\^T'io«Pv '^ ;n - ^ Ail- "sCLU T 

,\ advance a new training agenda to give the American 
people the skills they need4^-eompete in the growing 
global economy. 

^ /'«-« 

Third , at this time of continued turmoil in the 

international economy, we must do more to. make the 

<asLti\ CSLiS-iij^ VUt-COgiWU. 

world economy work for our peopleA I want to press 


forward with open trade. It would be a terrible mistake, 
at this time of economic fragility in so many regions, for 
the United States to build walls of protectionism that 

could set off a chain reaction around the world, 

($ya. "W UjqsuluS^ 

imperiling the growth upon which we depend.^ M_y~ 
a 0.v».w> Kw uMxk ujuS 
4 iHi)vini»a rHUon\vill b ring the full force of our trade laws 

to bear upon any and all unfair trade practices. 


Just yesterday) Isent a comprehensive action plan to 


Congress outlining our response to the^increase in steel 
imports in the United States^ Let me be clear: l am 
Concerned about the dramatic surge of steel imports fro 
Japan.^ If these imports do not soon return to their pre- 
financial crisis levels, my administration is willing to 
initiate forceful action under our Section 201 surge 


protection laws andjour anti-dumping laws. An open, 
fair, rules-based trade system is essential to American 
prosperity. 


At the same time, we must do more to make sure 


that working people are lifted up by trade. 


t - 9 ^ 

We must do more to ensure that spirited economic 

competition among nations never becomes a race to the 

<@\ 

bottom -- in environmental protections, consumer 
protections, or labor standards. kWe should be leveling 

IsSJsJ&vfr. VU^Cl t 

up, not leveling down. , < 

SfrvS 

Strengthening the foundations of trade|means 
stabilizing the architecture of international finance. The 
global financial crisis has hit our farmers, ranchers, and 
manufacturers — as well as the steel industry — very 

„ s 

hard. - When the nations of Asia descend into economic 
disruption, consigning an entire generation to poverty , it 
hurts them and it hurts us. These nations are our trading 
partners ; they buy our products and can ship low-cost 

products to American consumers. 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY . 


21 


In September, at the Council on Foreign Relations, I set 

VS8.W& 

out a strategy to contain financial contagionlbefore it 

spreads. \ ^ ^ c o^, tuwwufia-* 

Q$X^JUjfc <V ' 





I am pleased that o ur approach has bee n taken up 




around the world: interest rates are being cut. America 
is meeting its obligations to the International Monetary 
Fund^ there is a new facility at the World Bank to 
strengthen the social safety net in Asia. And there is 
now a new precautionary line of credit so nations with 
strong economic policies can quickly get the help they 
need - hefore financial problems mushroom from 
concerns to crises to calamities. 


22 


I 


Fourth . we must do more to renew our greatest 
untapped markets - our underserved urban and rural 
communities. My administration has pursued a new 
strategy, based on empowerment and investment, and 
here in Detroit we see its success. With the critical 
assistance of our Empowerment Zone, the 
unemployment rate here has been cut in half. But we 
still have more work to do to bring the spark of private 
enterprise to neighborhoods that have too long been 


without hope! Next week, at the Wall Street Project 


convened by Reverend Jackson, I will talk about how we 


can bring growth to emerging markets within our own 
cities and rural communities. 


\-041 

Finally , we must do more to protect the environment 
while promoting economic growth. As Vice President 
Gore pointed out last May, here at the Economic Club, 
we can mdeed^arrsue greater growth while havmg 
cleaner air and cleaner water, and tackling 
challenges like global climate change. H3®r 
--•administration Iras worked closely with auio makeisTts 
wc face the rhnll-m^d^im^-^^gp That is the 
idea behind the PNGV, the Parmership for a New 
Generation of Vehicles that we started six years ago - 
the government joining forces with auto makers to 
develop cleaner, more fuel-efficient cars and to make 


American car companies even more competitive in 


global markets. 


T3® 
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I was pleased to see some of the fruits of that partnership 

Ol a t (sS\W. <^n> ' v KM j 

b\ at the Auto Show today, and I’m looking forward to 
seeing the first Concept Cars from each of the companies 
in about a year’s time. v 


a 



oc^xCXv Ih-vX cm viU-LH.Vcd:^5 taU - 


cm &W Vs cu 

Henry Ford said it best: “Coming together is a 

beg innin g; keeping together is progress; working 
together is a success. ” At the turn of the last century, 
Ford spoke with all the optimism and ambition of a 
young man and a young nation. The innovators and 
business leaders of his generation knew^ey^ould 


marched boldly through the doors of 
opportunity and helped shape a new nation. Now, on 
the verge of another American Century, our economy is 
at a pinnacle of power and success. 



pv 
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Will Americans have the courage to move forward? I 
believe we will. Will we renew our ideas and 
institutions to meet new challenges? I believe we will. T 



togejhe£ d^ -s u ece£s , Aat there are no limits to the 
world we can creater'-t^^fe^, in the century to come. 
Thank you. 
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Record Type: Record 



To: Michael Waldman/WHO/EOP 

cc: 

Subject: EDC 


Sosnick called me today to ask "what the VP needed" in the Detroit speech. I told him I would 
follow up with you directly. 

I think that there are two things we need: 

/ 

1. First, a reference early on to the VP's previous appearance there, last May, where he laid out 
the administration's economic strategy and talked about the risks that threatened to derail our 
success. It would be nice if that reference included some validation of the VP's role. Something 
like, "And I know the Vice President appeared before you last May, and laid out why we think our . 
economic approach has been successful - and what we need to do to continue those successes. 

He has been a critical member of our team, and has played a vital role in shaping those policies that 
have worked for us over the past six years." 


2. Second, some reference to climate change, with a ref back to the VP. Something like, ^'^nd as 
Vj^^^r^jdjerrCt ‘'GTSr^p& i rite9 - out ; lM€May-h'ere7 we can 1 ^ contihue r our'ecbn6m1c whNe : afso : - 

^dyai5c i ^g K t.be :.prptect i o.n^.out-;eny ir o:nm.eptyan.d::.tacklrnq~challenges > 1ike'..alobaltclimat&-chanae:.-. 
,AA/e : have Tried-,to: work closely with, the auto makers as:. we:take on’the' challengFon 'climate 1 ‘ ■- 
'Change;?^ I think that for Clinton to go to Detroit and not mention climate change would be bad 
for Gore - and really bad for Clinton. It would be like the mistake we made in 1997 when we went 
to the AFL-CIO and did not mention trade. 
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Acknowledgments: TK 

I,.. a champion of peace Present and his family 

vill leave for Tennessee, where I will 1° thence i r _ ^ ^ ( wjlj 

is they mourn the death and ce e ra e sure tQ fo || ow today, and 

ceep fully informed on the lively discussion ( TH , NK THAT MAYB E 

will join you at the conference _again tomorrow. JEFF ^ ^ oRDER E . G ., HE WAS A 
Ck MORE ORGANIC LINK BETWEEN AL GORE SR FUTURE INTERSTATE HIGHWAY 

' R OUD LEADER OF A GENERATION THAT BUILT TO LIVE. HIS 

SuZ^^S FOR ALL OF US, HOW WE CAN MEET THE CHALLENGE 
OF OUR TIME. 

THEBE IS NO MORE FUNDAMENTAL OHALLENGE FACING OUR NATION THAN THE NEED 

SnK THAT" HE°r C EtoIrENEEDSTO ^IbUG^sTaBO^ WHY^ESHOULd' dJ THIS., 
Thic veer I have been talking and listening to the American people, 


support. We should be able to rely on it. So we must act, and act now, to 
save Social Security. 

Now, there are many ways to do this. But there is only one way it is 
going to get done. The only way we are going to save Social Security is by 
working together... by putting progress above partisanship... by placing 
the long-term interests of our nation ahead of short-term politics. Any 
comprehensive proposal to save Social Security must meet that test. NEED MORE 
ON THE PROCESS a) GOOD IDEAS WHEREVER THEY COME FROM b) NEEDS TO LINK BOTH 
FORTIES, AND THOSE IN NO PARTY, PEOPLE OF GOODWILL, ETC> MORE SPECIFIC BODY 
LANGUAGE ON PROCESS 

I also believe any proposal must fulfill five principles: 

First, as I have said, it must strengthen and protect the guarantee of 
Social Security for the 21st Century. 

Second, it must maintain the universality and fairness of the benefit. 

Later today, panelists will discuss the impact of reform on different groups. 

One thing, though, is clear already: the special impact of Social 

Security on elderly women, especially widows. Women, on average, live longer 

than men, and therefore make up 60 percent of all elderly recipients of Social 

Security. For women over 65, Social Security makes up more than 

half their income. For many, it is all that stands between them and the 

indignity of indigence. Without Social Security, more than 50 percent of 

elderly women would be in poverty. So let me be clear: a fair-minded proposal 

is one that helps keep elderly women out of poverty. THIS NEEDS TO BE MORE 

EMOTIONAL 

Third, Social Security must remain a benefit people can count on -- 
regardless of the ups and downs of markets or the economy as a whole. 

Fourth, Social Security must continue to provide financial security for 
disabled and low-income beneficiaries. We should never forget that one in 
three Social Security beneficiaries are not retirees. 

And fifth, any proposal to strengthen Social Security must also maintain 
our hard-won fiscal discipline. It is the source of much of the prosperity 
Americans enjoy today — the prosperity that has given us the opportunity to 
plan for the future. 

I look forward to the process of transforming these principles and ideas 
into action. Let us begin today - firm in our faith that Social Security can 
bind the American people not only across generational divides, but across 
party lines as well. It is an issue that offers a choice between progress and 
partisanship, between moving forward and turning back. I think that is a very 
clear choice for the American people, and for all of us in public life. 


[The PRESIDENT introduces the next speaker.] 
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Bruce N. Reed 
12/07/98 02:20:01 PM 


Record Type: Record 

To: Jeffrey A. Shesol/WHO/EOP 

cc: 

Subject: Social Security remarks 

The draft looks quite good. I have one additional thought, but this is not really rriy department, so 
feel free to ignore my advice. I think the President needs to say a little more to inoculate himself 
against the where's-your-plan charge. I don't have the right words, but the basic point is that 1) 
he's above politics and 2) he'll do whatever it takes to advance the cause of bipartisan Social 
Security reform. 

I can't seem to come up with any words adequate to the task. I don't know if what I've got here 
is consistent with what Gene has in mind: 


"Let me say to people on all sides of this debate: It's not about politics, it's about doing right by 
young and old without regard to party. A program as central to our values as So cial Security can 
be strengthened only/ with the support of significant majorities ; n hn th partioo^jp^o wi/hr.ia roacnn i 
wanted to have this conference was to give us a chance to put politics aside and focus on what we 
need to get done - to encourage honest, open debate, and build consensus, not shoot down ideas 
or insist that one side or the other has to go first. I'm prepared to go the extra mile and do 
whatever it takes to move this closer to the finish line. But let's agree, the only way we're going 
to get there is to march into this together." 


^vp . , 
tM? C(U, 
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THE PRESIDE. re 'AS SEEN 

7-/Y-?? 


This may only be the third National Conversation, 
but A1 From and I haveheen- g^ 
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One of the things we’ve been talking about lately is 
the truly remarkable success of New Democratic ideas. 
When I first ran for President, back in 1991, 1 called for 


: “Change in our party, change in our national 


leadership, and change in our country.” Anddodayrbtan 

we have accomplished all 

NjscHj^ 

three. The ideas of the men and women here today 

have revitalized 

the Democratic Party. We won the Presidency in 1992 

NjJLMi (U). 

and we 

won % again in 1996 because we t --b ^-ma k m g 



the tounh rirrrinni tfrnfrN country moving again. 


our nation into a new era and a 



new millennium 


l 3 


Thejideas generated by the 


r\ kxtxxas am L.La r i center- ' 


left parties to take power in Great Britain. . . in France. . . 
in Germany. . . in Italy. . . in Brazil/^ fe=the5^ountri€S 




, in nearly every industrial nation in the world, 


the Third Way is the way of the future. 

t r 

people’s faith in progressive politic®^ 


IWQJU- hSiUMtfUQ 


6j 


Information Age^ 


-b=> tU\ . 

-t ha t thej eal jiving legacy of Franklin Roosevelt‘S not a 
■ pet rifi ed set of programs^ Fgfe the uiea-that new ■ 
conditions demand -» ncw-g ppr oach-tcFg&vQ f^eat. We 
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tke^^gseataneglcct 1 of tiro 1980s.'"iH r S5ad, A 
' V^tvQ^er^v V V>oaS-a . 

fea^evernment~ii3tH&-Wkimmed-an d trimme d- a nd 

&V*yto^UMAX 

rcinv o ntedi f i rws s e vei go i ng- to ftm il i o n as it i fec a-b e st - 
as a catalyst - asfes an active partner &■ the private 
sector in creating opportunity, jobs, and hope^ And we 
Ga^^citizens had to take a more active role in serving 


our communities, in shaping our nation. 
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Those of us who have worked hard at these 
endeavors have called ourselves “New Democrats” and 
our ideas the “Third Way.” But we were also the first to 
point out that labels don’t define a politician or a political 
movement; ideas do. We took on the hard work of 
creating real solutions, a task far tougher and greater than 
creating a palatable agenda for public consumption. We 
worked hard to wed politics and policy, and put both to 
the service of progress. That is the ambition that has long 
animated this group of Democrats. That is the path Vice 
President Gore and I have pursued in the White House. 

And that, I believe, is the best course for America’s 
future. 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 
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i problems rather than scoring partisan points. . . by 



insisting on a government that is leaner but stronger. 


e have restored people’s faith in government as an 


nstrument of progressive change and for the common 


ood. We are stepping up to meet our most critical 




challe p£ub - wwk 


(aky. 








This week and in the weeks to come, 
there will be a great debate about national priorities. 

We have shown that our third way is the right way 
for America’s economy. hrt9927we said-it-was-hmi^ to 
^^£4ke-size'c)F^ ^wlnieTTicr e as ingnii vestfrfent 

ifl-euf-peopfe And over the past six ycais, aa we 
^frta nced H fr edradgetrwe^ in 

-~^ducatk«raiid"traiittng. 

TFfigyi America faces a choice of how to use the fruits 
of our fiscal discipline. 


~^'/ L f' c n 

I believe the answer is to press forward with the same 


economic strategy that has given us unparalleled 





prosperity and the longest peacetime expansion in history. 

\ypj3- tkAA S' 

few*- UV (J Suit. tmssdk^aBtoi 

Yomknow the elements of my p£m Using the bulk of 

the surplus to save Social Security. Substantial tax relief, 


$250 billion worth targeted to help families save for 
retirement, and other cuts targeted to help pay for child 
care and long-term care. A responsible, detailed plan to 
strengthen and modernize Medicare - using the surplus 
and cutting costs to secure solvency, providing preventive 


care and help for prescription drugs. 
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And doing something that would have seemed 
unimaginable only a few years ago. We have already cut 
up Washington’s credit card; now we should pay off the 
debt. If my plan becomes law, America will pay off the 
national debt completely by 20 1 5 . k i. 


Our budget reflects our new way: fiscal discipline 

and investing in our people. Cutting taxes, yes, but doing 

so in a way that strengthens our nation. Unfortunately, 

Ife 

the majority party in Congress seems addicted to old 
ways ofy^sanshyand^ar ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ 1 
^y-sayiogj^TS^ e Soc^£ecun t^^ 






Yesterday, the Republican leadership unveiled a 
risky tax plan that would wreck our fiscal discipline. 
Let me explain what’s wrong with their plan. The 
Republican tax plan| would grow and grow, absorbing 


our surpluses, exploding in size and cost, and piling up 


debt in its second decade.-ft 


In the second decade of the 21st Century, we will 
face an important challenge. And at that critical 
moment, just when the Baby Boomers start to retire, 
just when Social Security and Medicare feel the 
crunch, just when we could pay off the national debt - 
at that very moment, the Republican tax cut would 


swallow the surplus and make it impossible to meet 

our vital national priorities. I 

G&y'u - — • 


This tax plan would undo our f,SC ^ SdpIi ^5^i 1 'o^. 
imperil our prosperity. It would underlvfedicare. Let 


me be very clear: I will not allow it to become law. 
We should cut taxes - but do it the right way. We 


should cut taxes - but also honor our most basic 
obligations to Social Security and Medicare. First 

things first. 
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On crime: When I ran for President, most people 
thought that crime rates went only in one direction, 
upward. But the real choice, as the Vice President 
pointed out^^teiay, is not between stronger punishment 
and better prevention. We have done both - by putting 


more community police on the street, and getting more 
guns off the street. Now, the Vice President has some 
excellent ideas for pressing forward. He is exactly right 


that we should apply the reforms that are working in the 


private sector, and at many levels of government, to 





revolutionize our justice s y stem ''^^ < ^2mh 


On these issues, I think all public officials should follow 
the Vice President’s strong lead and be equally clear 
about where they stand - for common sense gun laws on 
the one hand or the special pleadings of the gun lobby on 
the other. That’ s the real choice. 

7 -fq'iy 

On welfare: When I ran for President there was no 
greater symptom of good intentions gone awry than a 
welfare system that trapped millions in dependency. I 
said then that we should end welfare as we know it. And 
we-haye dndeed ach ieved~5ometfat ng signif icant. Wfehawe 
replaces a system of welfare with the dignity of work. 


We have cut the welfare rolls almost in half; and, in the 


past year alone, 1.5 million Americans have learned the 


simple pride of a paycheck. 


1 -ter-cf 
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Since I took office, I have worked to craft a new 
social contract, one that rewards work and responsibility 
and gives working families the help they need to succeed 
- through child care, health care, andMie Earned Income 
Tax Credit. Today, I am taking further executive 
action to ensure that work pays better than welfare. 
First, we’re changing the rules so thousands of 
working families won’t be denied food stamps just 


because they own a reliable car. 


If we want Americans to go to work, we must make 

\ 

sure they can get to work. Second, we’re setting aside 
old reporting rules and launching a new national 
campaign to make sure working families know about 
food stamps. We want to promote work, not 
paperwork. 

We will keep pressing ahead, reaching for results. 
Just last week, I took a tour of America’s new markets - 
from Appalachia to the Delta, and from Indian country to 
our inner cities. I was delighted that A1 From joined me 
along the way. I think he’ll agree it was a remarkable 
journey. I took the trip because I wanted all of American 

business to see what enormous opportunities there are in 

«?;•- 

America’s new markets. 


And I wanted all Americans to see that by embracing 
these opportunities, by ensuring that we leave no one 
behind as we move forward into the 21st Century, we 


have a greater chance than at any time in our history to 



grow together rather than growing apart. And if we meet 
that challenge, we’ll do so by staying true to the principles 
of the DLC: by using government to leverage 
investments by the private sector, by using incentives to 


help create the climate for opportunity. 


it i./CJ-i 1 — tS 


These are the principles you have championed for 
many years. These are the ideas, forged first in the 

crucible of the DLC, that are now the foundation of 

** ; - 

something much bigger than all of us. 


And I’m not just referring to what’s happening in London 
or Berlin. The real measure of our success is what 
happens in Sacramento, or in countless other state 
legislatures and city halls across America. These are the 
frontlines in the battlefield of ideas, at the frontier of 
progress; and we are lucky to have young, articulate, and 
innovative New Democrats leading the charge. 

Lieutenant Governors like Kathleen Kenned^Town^ 
and Cruz Bustamante . Mayors like Kirk Wilson in Austin 
and Don Cunningham in Bethlehem. State comptrollers 
and state controllers from New York to California. 
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I am eager to hear from some of these leaders today. 
They are more than the future of the DLC, or the 
Democratic Party; they are the future of progressive 
politics in America. And they are our best hope to realize 
the vision of Robert Kennedy, who took the first bold 
steps along this path to progress. “ Idealism,” he said, 

“ high aspirations, and deep convictions are not 
incompatible'with the most practical and efficient of 
programs. There is no basic inconsistency between ideals 
and realistic possibilities, no separation between the 
deepest desires of heart and mind and the rational 
application of human effort to human problems.” That 
remains our mission, and I can think of none more 
practical and none more noble. Thank you for your hard 
work in this endeavor and in building a better America. 


